
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – North Central 
Texas College is planning to of-
fer a bachelor of science degree in 
nursing, NCTC Chancellor Dr. 
Brent Wallace said during the 
Monday, Jan. 31 regular NCTC 
Board of Regents meeting.
 “We are very much, have been 
concerned in the past, about get-
ting into baccalaureate educa-
tion because the mission of the 
college in its original state was 
associate degrees,” Wallace said. 
“However, we do not believe we 
can continue to be competitive 
in our market nor provide [for] 
the needs that our rural com-
munities [have] for nursing staff  
without moving forward with 
the bachelor of science in nurs-
ing.”
 Establishing a BSN program 
at NCTC won’t be easy, Wallace 
said.
 “Now, that is a tedious and 
long process,” he said. “It will 
take us a year or two to get that 
up and going but what you will 
begin to see is post our fi nal ver-
sion of our SACS reaffi  rmation 
report we will begin looking 
at…. what we need to do that. 
You will see us create a budget, 
probably in next year’s budget, 
that is related to the BSN be-
cause one of the things we’ll need 
to do is hire someone that is the 
director of that quickly to create 
the curriculum and move us for-

ward. I did feel we need to give 
you an early notice that we will 
be doing that.”
 Wallace also said the NCTC 
BSN option won’t usurp the role 
of universities in off ering bache-

lor’s degrees but rather will allow 
students who don’t have the op-
portunity to attend universities 
to earn their bachelor’s degree.
 Th e program must be approved 
by the state legislature and head-

quartered in Gainesville, Wallace 
said.
 In addition, the college con-
tinues moving forward with its 
Medal of Honor Host City Mu-
seum project. Th e board heard 
an update on the project at Mon-
day’s meeting.
 “We talked not only with the 
NCTC group but with the host 
city program group, with Don 
Pettigrew, with Mayor [Tommy] 
Moore, several others,” BYSP 
Project Architect Steve Wood 
said. “We met with them along 
the way to talk about what are 
the needs for their side and what 
are the needs from the NCTC 
side and how can we come up 
with insight that’s benefi cial for 
both groups, and just make a ma-
jor impact not only for this cam-
pus but for this community.”
 Wood presented a slide show 
which included a fl oor plan.
 “We’re kind of in the early 
phases of this design,” he said. 
He said it is hoped the plans 
show “how this building can be 
a very usable, functional space.”
 Key aspects of the building 
include a covered front entry 
area, a large museum space with 
a subtle star design on the fl oor, 
3,500 square foot multi-function 
gallery area for exhibits, theater 
space or honor gallery with seat-
ing for events including semi-
nars, small conference room for 
board meetings, special collec-
tions/multipurpose room with 

(Continued on Page 12)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Gainesville 
City Council approved an ordi-
nance authorizing the issuance 
and sale of city of Gainesville 
combination tax and revenue 
certifi cates of obligation, Series 
2022 during the Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 1 regular council meeting. 
Th e funds will be used for proj-
ects including a fi re station, street 
repairs and expansion of the city’s 

civic center.
 Hilltop Securities Director 
Marti Shew discussed the bond 
issuance and sale during the 
meeting.
 “Your bonds were sold in 
a competitive sale,” she said. 
“What that means essentially 
is they were put out onto the 
market. Any and all underwrit-
ers were invited to submit a bid 
for the right to purchase and sell 
your bonds.”
 She noted results of the bids 

were published and distributed 
to council members.
 “I’m pleased to report you re-
ceived fi ve diff erent bids,” she 
said. “And Th e Banker Group 
came in with the lowest proposed 
true interest cost or TIC of 2.27 
percent.”
 “Just to give you an idea where 
that falls, where that rate falls 
within the market right now…
We have graphed your rate 
against Bond Buyers Index. Th is 
is a third party index that is re-

leased. Th ey release a weekly rate 
that is used to track municipal 
market conditions over time… 
Th e current weekly rate is at 2.33 
percent.”
 She said the city’s bonds are 
“just below that.”
 “And of note, your interest 
rates have been creeping up a lit-
tle bit but you’re still right above 
2.02 which is a 64-year low,” she 
said. “Still hanging in there are 
all-time lows.”

(Continued on Page 7)
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King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 One of the most agreed upon 
legends of Valentine’s Day re-
volves around St. Valentine. 
Th is legend contends that Val-
entine was a priest who served 
during the third century in 
Rome. Emperor Claudius II 
decided that single men made 
better soldiers than those with 
wives and families, so he out-
lawed marriage for young men, 
which were his crop of potential 
soldiers. St. Valentine saw the 
injustice of the decree and de-
fi ed Claudius by continuing to 
perform marriages for young 
lovers in secret. When Valen-
tine’s actions were discovered, 
Claudius ordered that he be 
put to death. Valentine suff ered 
martyrdom on the 14th day of 
February around the year 270.
 Accordingly, Valentine actu-
ally sent the fi rst “Valentine” 
greeting himself. While in pris-
on, it is believed that Valentine 
fell in love with a young girl 
who may have been the jailor’s 
daughter that visited him dur-
ing his confi nement. Before his 
death, it is alleged that he wrote 
her a letter, which he signed, 
“From your Valentine,” an ex-
pression that is still used today.
 So after St. Valentine’s sacri-
fi ces, make sure you don’t forget 
your special someone this year. 
Valentine’s Day is Monday so 
you have some time to plan! 
Maybe shower your loved ones 
with chocolates, candy or just 
good old fashioned love and at-
tention.

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Souper Bowl of Caring is set 
for Sunday, February 13 (Su-
per Bowl Sunday) from 11:15 
am to 1:00 pm at First Chris-
tian Church, 401 N. Dixon in 
Gainesville. Come to their Chris-
tian Life Center to taste 30+ de-
licious soups! Help change the 
game and tackle hunger!
 Th ere is no charge, but dona-
tions are welcome. All proceeds 
will benefi t VISTO, our local 
food pantry so bring your fam-
ily and friends for some good 
food and a great cause! See you 
there!

Snow Angels! - Wintery mix and snow fall last week provided for 
an unexpected day off for most last week and kids all across town 
took full advantage. Pictured above is Keeley King as she shows 
off her perfected snow angel technique.  (The Weekly News Photo)  

NCTC Makes Plans to Off er 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE - Early voting in 
the March 1, 2022 Joint Primary 
Election. is set for 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Feb. 14 through Feb. 25 in the 
Cooke County Courthouse Annex 
Courtroom at 112 South Dixon 
Street. Early voting will be closed 
for the Feb. 21, 2022 Presidents 
Day holiday. 
 Election day polling hours are 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.
 Th e last day to apply for ballot 
by mail is Friday, Feb. 14, 2022. 

Application must be received by 
Feb. 14, not postmarked.
 Last day to receive ballot by mail 
is Tuesday, March 1, 2022.
 Some polling locations have 
changed due to redistricting mea-
sures mandated by law.
 Th e following are March 1, 2022 
joint election polling locations:
 Precincts 1, 1C Gainesville Civ-
ic Center, 311 S. Weaver Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precinct 2 First Christian 
Church, 401 North Dixon Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precinct 3 Crossroads Bap-

tist Church, 2201 W. California 
Street, Gainesville.
 Precincts 4-4C Hillcrest Church 
of Christ, 1712 East O’Neal Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precinct 6 Callisburg Commu-
nity Center, 92 McDaniel Street, 
Callisburg.
 Precinct 7 Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, 305 CR 194, Gainesville.
 Precinct 8 Callisburg Elemen-
tary School, 648 FM 3164, Wood-
bine.
 Precinct 10 Cross Timbers 
Church, 6134 FM 922, Valley 
View.

 Precinct 11 Valley View Baptist 
Church, 504 North Lee Street, 
Valley View.
 Precinct 12 Era Community 
Center, 102 Malone Street, Era.
 Precinct 17 Muenster VFW, 136 
Ash Street, Muenster.
 Precinct 18 First Baptist Church, 
121 North Pecan Street, Muenster.
 Precinct 21 Conrad Hall, 431 
Ash Street, Lindsay.
 Precinct 22 Lake Kiowa Lodge, 
905 West Kiowa Drive, Lake Kiowa.
 Precinct 33 Moss Lake Fire Sta-
tion, 160 FM 1201 ext., Moss 
Lake

Early Voting Begins Feb. 14 

for March 1 Joint Primary
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Cooke County History

Local Epidemics
By Shana Powell
Contributing Historian
Th e Weekly News

Diseases impact everyone 
young and old, rich or poor 
with no one being exempt 
from the possibility of con-
tracting something. Recent-
ly, examples of smallpox 
and typhoid cases appeared 
in two episodes of a televi-
sion series. In the world 
of that TV show smallpox 
killed a woman and her 
daughter and several people 
grew seriously ill from ty-
phoid. But those diseases 
were not just deadly in a 
fi ctional show, they were 
deadly in real life as well. In 
a time prior to the develop-
ment of eff ective treatments 
and proper sanitation, the 
words smallpox, cholera, 
yellow fever, and typhoid 
were terrifying to hear. 
 Some people might sur-
vive an attack of one of 
those but many would not. 
Th ose diseases could appear 
anywhere, including Cooke 
County.
 In 1874, a smallpox 
case was discovered in 

Gainesville. At that time 
“Gainesville did not have 
any health or sanitary reg-
ulations in place, so the 
city council passed an or-
dinance to quarantine the 
patient and appointed Dr. 
N.T. Bomar to treat the 
man.” Dr. Bomar subse-
quently became the fi rst 
city physician. In 1900, “a 
smallpox epidemic caused 
the county commissioners 
to rent 4 acres of land south 
of Gainesville so that a pest-
house could be established.”
 But smallpox was not the 
only concern facing Cooke 
County as newspapers 
from the 1880s and 1890s 
frequently mentioned out-
breaks of typhoid, “a dis-
ease that people developed 
by drinking contaminated 
water or eating food washed 
in contaminated water.” 
For example, on August 1, 
1888, the following sen-
tence appeared in the city 
news column, “John J. Ray 
is down with typhoid fever.” 
A week later the newspaper 
announced that “George 
Culp who has been seri-
ously sick with typhoid fe-

ver for some weeks was re-
ported as being much worse 
Th ursday evening with slim 
chances for recovery.”
 Occasionally, a good 
outcome happened as seen 
in September 1888 with 
the announcement that 
“William Gwnn who has 
been dangerously ill with 
typhoid fever for several 
weeks, is reported to be out 
of danger and will likely be 
out in a week or 10 days.”
 But more cases kept com-
ing. In January 1889 “Ross 
Cook, a farmer living a few 
miles east of Gainesville, 
was reported yesterday eve-
ning to be dying of typhoid 
fever.” Two months later, 
“Myrtle, the daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. R.P. Head of 
Valley View is reported as 
being dangerously ill with 
typhoid fever.” In the same 
month the Gainesville city 
sexton in discussing recent 
burials in the city cemetery 
listed “Minnie Schoppmey-
er, 10 years, typhoid fever, 
and Mrs. A.A. Th ompson, 
50 years, typhoid pneu-
monia.” In May came the 
news that “Miss Lee Lewis, 
teacher of grade three in 
Lindsay building has been 
seriously sick for several 
days with typhoid fever.” 
 In Muenster as the new 
town was being developed, 
“late plowing and planting 
in 1889-90 combined with 
heat and drought to pro-
duce very poor crops and 
eight deaths resulted from 
a typhoid epidemic caused 
by stagnant creek water the 
settlers were forces to drink 
since there were no wells.”
 Th e local newspaper took 
up the fi ght against typhoid 
with city offi  cials in Gaines-
ville.  In one story, P.W. Sims 
was quoted as “stating that 
the alley east of his property 
between Pecan and Boggs 
Street, where that typhoid 
fever generating cesspool is 
located has been open seven 
years and consequently the 
city can drain the same and 
of course will not permit 
him to close it up, hence 

it becomes the duty of the 
city administration to clear 
it of all nuisances.” Th e 
article continued, “this be-
ing the case what say the 
administration? Will it al-
low this intolerable plague 
to remain undisturbed to 
the detriment of the health 
of many good citizens and 
within a few yards of the 
very midst of the business 
center of the town?
 Th e newspaper and coun-
ty residents continued to 
press for better sanitation 
and the removal of standing 
water and as that improved, 
the threat of typhoid fever 
gradually lessoned but for 
decades even into the 20th 
century it remained a con-
cern in the county.
 Th e good news for Myr-
tle, the girl reported ill with 
typhoid in March 1889, 
was that she survived. But, 
ten years later, her parents 
lost her fi fteen-year-old sis-
ter who died from appendi-
citis. 
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Omar Alberto Marquez 
Ramirez, 24, Gainesville and 
Pricila Crystal Rodriguez, 
23, Gainesville.
 Hayden Kyle Schilling, 25, 
Muenster and Karley Ann 
Taylor, 24, Jourdanton.
 Luke Daniel Gagnon, 48, 
Gainesville and Brianne Ro-
chelle Wiebe, 37, Gaines-
ville.
 William Andrew Haines, 
26, Norman, Okla. and 
Amanda Noel Jones, 29, 
Norman.
 Brady Dale Endres, 24, 
Muenster and Brooke Lau-

ren Smiley, 22, Muenster.
 Vincent Donato Castillo, 
18, Whitesboro and Lyzl 
Myrrh Woods, 21, Gaines-
ville.
 Zachary Th omas Paul, 26, 
Loco, Okla. and Samantha 
Jaree Ruth Hall, 26, Loco.
 Phillip Eugene Seese, 52, 
Collinsville and Eternity Rae 
Allcock, 29, Collinsville.
 Russell James Angel, 34, 
Kingston, Okla. and Mi-
chelle Renee Mullins, 28, 
Kingston.
 Angel Marie Worth, 27, 
Norman and Lori Ann Scott, 
33, Norman.
 James Eddie West, 57, Te-
cumseh, Okla. and Jennifer 
Frances Hunt, 51, Tecum-
seh.

Marriage License

Requests Received



Betty Romo Brewer

Services
Betty Romo Brewer, 102 

years young, of Gainesville 
Texas made her journey to 
Heaven to be with our Lord 
and Savior on February 2, 
2022.
 Service for Betty will be 
held at First United Meth-
odist Church in Gainesville, 
Texas on Saturday, February 
12, 2022 at 2:00 PM with 
graveside service to follow 
at Fairview Cemetery.  Th e 
family will receive visitors 
on Friday, February 11, 
2022 from 6:00-7:30 PM at 
Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home.
History
 Betty was born on Janu-
ary 13, 1920 in Los Ange-
les, California to parents 
Salvador and Evelyn Lopez 
Romo.  Betty graduated 
from Belmont High School 
in Los Angeles.  As a teen, 
Betty was passionate about 
gymnastics and could be 
found working out at the 
famous Muscle Beach.  It 
was there she was discovered 
and asked to join the Peach-
es Sky Review which was 
an all-girl troupe that per-
formed high acts both na-
tionally and internationally 
landing in New York City 
at the 1939 World’s Fair.  
She loved to tell the stories 
and show her pictures of the 

all-girl troupe setting up all 
their own rigging where she 
performed her hand stands 
90 feet in the air climbing 
hand over hand by rope to 
the top of the pole without a 
safety net.
 During WWII Betty 
served her country as a 
“Rosie the Riveter” and very 
proud to have worked at 
Douglas Aircraft on Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s personal 
plane.
 Betty then went on to join 
the world-famous Ward-Bell 
Flyers where she learned 
various high wire and tra-
peze acts which brought 
her to Gainesville in 1947.  
Betty became an instrumen-
tal part of the historical and 
legendary Gainesville Com-
munity Circus where she 
performed from 1947-1954.  
She came to Gainesville as a 
professional to become an 
amateur and in her words 
“I love it, I love it.  Being 
a part of the circus was one 
of the best parts of my life.”  
Betty starred in a sway pole 
act, made the costumes and 
assisted in training the ani-
mals where she met the love 
of her life Vern Brewer.  To-
gether they would train and 
show the famous Gerry the 
Elephant.  She and her circus 
days were featured in a PBS 
documentary “Nowhere but 
Texas” on a segment called 
“Gainesville Community 
Circus.”  Betty married Vern 
Brewer on November 14, 
1951 in Gainesville where 
they lived the rest of their 
lives and proudly raised 
their four children.  
 Betty had a love and pas-
sion for animals.  Betty and 
Vern are world renowned 
for their National Cham-
pion Shetland ponies of the 
1940’s through 1960’s and 
continued to be a dominant 
factor in the breeding and 

showing of World Grand 
Champion American minia-
ture horses since the 1980’s.  
Her impact in both Shetland 
and miniature horse circuits 
are cherished still today.
 Betty was adventurous 
and had a love of travel.  She 
was a successful and avid 
deer hunter with “10 shots, 
10 deer, 10 points.”  Betty 
in her 60’s along with Vern 
were an active part of the 
Gainesville Ski Club and 
loved to snow ski getting 
both kids and grandkids in-
volved.  Betty taught swim-
ming for the American Red 
Cross.  She had a willingness 
to help others.
 With all her accomplish-
ments her dearest title was 
Mom and Nana.  She de-
voted most of her life to her 
children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren mak-
ing her home loving and 
welcoming to all.  Betty 
was heavily involved in her 
children’s school activi-
ties serving as a PTA host, 
room mother and Blue Bird 
Mom.  She is still remem-
bered as “feeding the 5000” 
and being a gracious host 
for Gainesville Leopard sign 
painting parties.  Betty loved 
Leopard football, cheering 
on the TCU Horned Frogs 
and never giving up on the 
Dallas Cowboys.
Survivors
 Betty is survived by her 
son and daughter in law, 
Dennis and Gillian Brewer 
of Grapevine, Texas, daugh-
ter and son in law, Betty 
Lynne and Kent South-
erland of Irving, Texas, 
son and daughter in law, 
Roy and Gayla Brewer of 
Gainesville; granddaughter 
Cristin Payne, granddaugh-
ter and husband Stephanie 
and Tony Davis, grandson 
Dustin Brewer, granddaugh-
ter and husband Amanda 
and Greg Fox, grandson 
and wife Matt and Lynsey 
Schneider, granddaughter 
and husband Brittany and 
Trae White, granddaughter 
Ashley Schneider, grand-
daughter and husband 
Andrea and Jay Lambert, 
grandson and wife Cody 
and Whitney Brewer, grand-
daughter Elizabeth Brew-
er and grandson Chisam 
Brewer and 14 greatgrand-
children, Brayden, Brook-
lyn and Brody Fox, Jacob 
and Macie Kindiger, Cade, 
Bishop and Landry White, 
Asher, Hewitt and Aubrey 
Brewer, Grace, Savannah 
and Jackson Lambert. 
 Betty was preceded in 
death by parents, Salvador 

and Evelyn Romo, devot-
ed husband Vern Brewer, 
daughter Kathy Payne, 
brother Julius Romo, sister 
Rae Gray and sister Cissy 
Harris.
 Pallbearers will be Cody 
Brewer, Chisam Brewer, Ja-
cob Kindiger, Trae White, 
Greg Fox, Jay Lambert and 
Matt Schneider.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions are suggested to Home 
Hospice, First United Meth-
odist Church or Morton 
Museum.
 Th e family would like to 
extend a special thanks to 
Mary Caraway and her care-
givers at Wesley House.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Clara Dean
Newberry Ball

Services
 Clara Dean (Newberry) 
Ball, 79, of Gainesville went 
to be with her Lord on Feb-
ruary 4, 2022.
 A memorial service for 
Clara will be held at Cross-
roads Baptist Church on 
Monday, February 14th at 
11:00 AM with Pastor Ran-
dy Taylor offi  ciating.  Th e 
family will receive friends at 
10:00 AM.  She will be laid 
to rest at a later date in a pri-
vate family burial service.
History
 Clara Dean was born Oc-
tober 3, 1942 in Van Buren, 
AR.  She attended Tascosa 
High School in Amarillo 
and Amarillo Beauty Col-
lege, completing cosmetol-
ogy studies in 1968.  She 
moved with her husband 
and children to Gainesville 
in 1972.  She went on to 
work as a factory worker 
(Lorch and Bomber Bait 
Company) and as a school 
custodian for GISD.  She 
was a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend.  
Clara loved her family and 
friends fi ercely and with her 
whole heart.
 In her retirement, Clara 
served in the Texas Exten-
sion Agency and, along with 
many friends, was a prolifi c 
quilter.  She was proud to 
make and donate quilts for 
charity auctions.  Clara was 
generous to a fault, quick 
to help others and was both 
feisty and sweet.
Survivors
 Clara was preceded in 
death by her husband 
Marion Newberry and her 
husband of nearly 40 years, 
Jerry Ball; parents Walter 

Tress Mitchell and Lola Mae 
Draper Mitchell; siblings 
Mary Mitchell Self, Walter 
Mitchell and George Mitch-
ell.  She is also survived by 
her daughter Susan Foster; 
daughter and son-in-law 
Vicki and Jim Robertson; 
son and daughter-in-law 
Charlie and Christie New-
berry; step-children Steve 
(and Jeanne) Humphries 
and Craig (and Rhonda) 
Ball; grandchildren Justin 
Ward, Tiff any Ward Cren-
shaw, Frank Krantwashl, 
Stoney Newberry, Katie 
Newberry, Bailey Newberry, 
Maranda Humphries Lewis, 
Ross Humphries, Trevor 
Humphries, Jake Ball, Nikki 
Ball, as well as eight great-
grandchildren.  She is also 
survived by numerous be-
loved family members and 
treasured friends.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Brian Ott

Services
 Brian Leroy Ott, 65 went 
to heaven on January 31, 
2022. A celebration of life 
will be held on February 5 
at 11:00 am at Family Life 
Church 905 Cloud Street, 
Gainesville.  Donations can 
be made to family to help 
with expenses. 
History
 Brian was born in Rent-
on, Washington on July 31, 
1956.  He moved to Texas 
with his parents Christine 
and Lester Ott and siblings 
where he has resided since 
his death.  
 Brian was a long time 
Body Shop Owner and lov-
ingly known as a professor 
of paint and body like that 
of his father Lester Ott and 
brother Danny Ott.  He 
loved to ride his Harley Da-
vidson Fat Boy Motorcycle 
whenever he had a chance., 
loved to drive his Dodge 
Pickup and hang out at 
his house that he and Amy 
purchased 4 years after they 
were married.  He was a de-
voted father to all of his chil-
dren.  He was a big-hearted 
giver to friends and strang-
ers.  Brian always had a kind 
word or a funny joke or story 
to tell.   He would often say 
he couldn’t remember every-
one’s name that he met at the 
shop but he could remember 
their car that he had fi xed. If 
you wanted a devoted friend 
or a partner to stand arm 
and arm with you for some-
thing, Brian was your guy.  
He encouraged and taught 

all of his children’s things 
you couldn’t learn in school, 
worked hard to make special 
memories with each one of 
them.  Everyone of Brian’s 
children has a special mem-
ory or story from their child-
hood to carry with them for 
the rest of their life.    He 
is loved and missed by his 
wife and children.  He has 
reached the ultimate healing 
and rest for eternity.  We will 
love you forever Brian Ott.
Survivors
 He is survived by his wife 
of 15 years Amy Sue Ott, 
six adult children, Tammy 
Ott, Courtney Ott Puckett 
(Jon Puckett spouse), Bran-
don Ott (Tessa Ott spouse), 
Joshua Patrick, Jesse Patrick 
(Tanesha Graham), Nick 
Ott (Alison Ott, spouse); 
siblings Bruce and Barbara 
Ott, Danny and Wendy 
Ott and Annette and Jared 
Cook.  Brian was the proud 
grandparent of Alyce Puck-
ett, Zack Puckett, Kelby 
Cooper, Kolten Cooper and 
Bailey Cooper, Benjamin 
Ott, Lilian Ott; and Great 
grandparent to River Ray 
Cooper and Charleigh Laine 
Cooper. Brian was also a 
very proud uncle of eight 
nieces and nephews as well 
as great uncle to four neph-
ews and two nieces.

Josey “JoJo” Morrell

Services
 Josey Ryan Morrell, 
known as JoJo by many, age 
12, of Valley View, passed 
away January 27, 2022.
 A funeral service for Josey 
is schedule for 6:00 P.M. on 
Monday, February 7, 2022, 
at First Baptist Church of 
Valley View.  Th e family will 
receive friends following 
the service.  Arrangements 
are under the care of Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.
History
 Josey was born November 
5, 2009 in Denton, TX.  He 
was a sixth-grade student of 
Valley View Middle School.  
Josey loved fi shing, playing 
video games, and reading, 
especially Harry Potter nov-
els.  He was a bright light 
to many and will be dearly 
missed.
Survivors
 Survivors include: par-
ents, Sammie and LaDona 
(Warsop) Morrell; brother, 
Layton Morrell; sister, Leo-
na Morrell; brother, Wyatt 
Morrell; grandfather, Henry 
Whitenack of Sanger; uncle, 
Shane Warsop and wife, 
Hailey of Fairbanks, AK; 
aunt, April Morris and hus-
band, Jeff  of Minot, ND; 
and a host of beloved ex-
tended family and friends.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Earleen Alice Morrison 
Lambert

Services
 Earleen Alice Morrison 
Lambert, beloved wife and 
grandmother, left this world 
to go to her Heavenly home 
on February 1, 2022 sur-
rounded by her family. A 
visitation will be held at 
1:00 PM Monday, Febru-
ary 7, 2022 with a 2:00 
PM Funeral to follow, all at 
Woodbine Baptist Church 
with Pastor Wiley Sullivan 
offi  ciating.  Burial will fol-
low in Sharrock Cemetery 
in Walnut Bend.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.
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author’s name, address and daytime phone number. 
No letter will be printed without confi rmation from 
the author. Letters should be brief and to-the-point. 
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not signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the 
author’s name be withheld will not be printed.
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rections of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate lan-
guage will be removed. 
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or e-mail letters to:
Grice.King@Th eWeeklyNewsCC.com 

Opinions
Patrick J. Buchanan

What Matters Most to Nations and Peoples?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

Speaking in Conroe, Tex-
as, last weekend, former 
President Donald Trump 
accused his successor of al-
lowing millions of migrants 
to enter the country ille-
gally across our Southern 
border.
 “Th e most important bor-
der ... for us is not Ukraine’s 
border but America’s bor-
der,” thundered Trump. 
 “Before Joe Biden sends 
any troops to defend a bor-
der in Europe, he should be 
sending troops to defend 
our border right here in 
Texas.”
 Th us did Trump not only 
frame a compelling issue 
for the fall election; he has 
framed an issue that touch-
es on one of the great and 
deepening divides of our 
time. 
 Which matters more -- 
the defense of our coun-
try from an invasion of 
migrants from the Th ird 
World, or the defense of 
the borders of distant na-
tions that have little or 
nothing to do with the 
security or survival of the 
United States?
 Why should who rules 
the Russifi ed Donbas be 
America’s concern? 
 Th is “border issue” feeds 
into other Republican is-
sues.
 For the border crossers 
seen on national TV appear 
to be mostly young men, 
who will likely contribute 
to the crime crisis of shoot-
ings and killings plaguing 
America’s cities.
 Illegal immigration is 
also the ways and means 

by which illegal drugs en-
ter the United States. Last 
year, 100,000 Americans, 
most of them young, died 
of overdoses, with two-
thirds of these Americans 
succumbing to fentanyl that 
is produced in China and 
comes through Mexico.
 Trump’s framing of the 
issue as between the for-
eign borders we defend and 
America’s border that we do 
not also divides the GOP. 
 Th e interventionist wing 
of the party seeks a confron-
tation with Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia, while America First 
nationalists urge a refocus of 
U.S. troops and resources to 
our own bleeding southern 
border.
 And illegal migration is 
rising as an issue not only in 
the United States but across 
Europe.
 In France, the four lead-
ing presidential candidates 
-- incumbent Emmanuel 
Macron, nationalist Marine 
Le Pen, the center-right can-
didate Valerie Pecresse and 
the far-right candidate Eric 
Zemmour -- are all making 
the invasion of Europe an 
issue, and taking a tougher 
line.
 Over the same weekend 
that Trump spoke in Texas, 
the leaders of two NATO 
nations that border Ukraine 
headed to Madrid for a 
gathering titled “Defend 
Europe.” Th e threat that 
brought them to the Span-
ish capital was not Rus-
sia’s military presence on 
Ukraine’s borders. 
 Reports Th e New York 
Times:
 “Instead of tackling the 
Russian threat to Europe’s 
eastern frontier, the meeting 
attended by the prime min-
isters of Poland and Hun-
gary, Mateusz Morawiecki 
and Viktor Orban, focused 
on what the populist leaders 
cite as their most pressing 
threats: immigration, de-
mographic decline and the 
European Union ... “
 “France’s far-right presi-
dential candidate Marine 
Le Pen, an outspoken fan of 
the Kremlin, was also at the 
two-day conclave ... “

 “A declaration issued after 
the Madrid gathering made 
no mention of Ukraine. ... 
It instead stressed the need 
to form a united front in 
favor of ‘family policies,’ 
Christianity and keeping 
out immigrants. Th e Euro-
pean Union, the statement 
said, had become ‘detached 
from reality,’ leading to ‘de-
mographic suicide.’”
 In brief, while Western 
elites are alarmed about 
the borders of Ukraine and 
Kremlin encroachments, 
much of Europe is more 
concerned about its own 
moral, cultural and demo-
graphic decline -- abortion, 
LGBT rights, low birth 
rates and the death of Chris-
tianity.
 Europe is in danger of dy-
ing, these people believe.
 Th ese Europeans are con-
cerned that the nations and 

peoples their ancestors and 
fathers knew are going out 
of existence. Th eir greater 
fear is not of Putin’s Rus-
sia but of an EU superstate 
whose dominance leads in-
exorably to the decline and 
disappearance of distinct 
ethnic nations.
 To the leaders of Hungary 
and Poland and the tradi-
tionalist and populist right-
wing parties of Europe, na-
tionality matters more than 
political systems. 
 Hungary’s Viktor Orban, 
for example, does not regard 
Putin’s Russia as an enemy 
of his country, and provides 
economic incentives for 
Hungarian families to have 
more children.
 Consider. If the birth 
rates of the ethnic groups 
that historically have made 
up the nations of Europe 
are now below replacement 

levels, 2.1 children per 
woman, these peoples will 
become minorities in their 
own countries and eventu-
ally die out. 
 Extinction beckons.
 Why should the inhabit-
ants of these nations care 
about the borders of other 
countries, if their own 
countries are slowly passing 
away? 
 And why should the fu-
ture inhabitants of Europe 
from Africa and Asia in year 
2100, who will inherit, pop-
ulate and rule these lands, 
care about the old borders 
created by the history of 
yesterday’s Europeans?
 As the peoples of Europe 
are divided between those 
who fear demographic death 
in the long run and those 
who fear autocratic Rus-
sian dominance in the near 
term, so, too, are Americans 

divided.
 Our ruling class, to 
whom the world struggle is 
between autocracy and de-
mocracy, are willing to fi ght 
for the triumph of the latter 
over the former.
 Th e other half of America 
is more concerned with the 
character and composition 
of their own nation, present 
and future, which also ap-
pears to be passing away.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: Th e Battles 
Th at Made and Broke a 
President and Divided 
America Forever.” To fi nd 
out more about Patrick Bu-
chanan and read features by 
other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators website at www.cre-
ators.com.
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By Jamie Stiehm

Th e new liberal wing of the 
Supreme Court, if all goes 
according to White House 
plan, will be just three 
women justices defending 
the Democratic fort of de-
mocracy. 
 Th ree women aligned 
with no men on the same 
side: Th at’s a fi rst in mak-
ing (or breaking) American 
history. Th ey are a Latina, 
Sonia Sotomayor; a Jewish 
woman, Elena Kagan; and 
an unknown Black female 
judge, whom President Joe 
Biden expects to name this 
month. 
 Is there a bright side to a 
6-3 Supreme Court, with 
Republican Chief Justice 
John Roberts leading the 
charge against progressive 
laws?  
 Outnumbered, these 
three women can etch the 
gulf between the parties 
in crystal clear color. Th ey 
may be the light in the 

Supreme Court’s heart of 
darkness. 
 Perhaps they’ll speak to 
the public square, in a righ-
teous chord that sounds be-
yond the dry realm of law 
to live up to the name of 
justice. 
 Roe v. Wade is likely up 
next on the Court’s chop-
ping block. It will be imper-
ative for these three women 
to uphold that reproductive 
rights are human rights. 
 Rich diversity from dif-
ferent walks of life -- Black, 
Latina and Jewish -- is 
something Biden and Sen-
ate Democrats should em-
brace and celebrate. 
 Th e president prom-
ised to change the pool of 
usual suspects for his pick. 
Besides, to appoint the 
arch-conservative Clarence 
Th omas to fi ll the great 
Th urgood Marshall’s seat 
was a blow long ago to the 
Black community and civil 
rights movement. 
 It’s all good, to show and 
tell the American people 
that Democrats are the 
party that walks the walk 
and “looks like America.” 
Th e phrase originally came 
from former President Bill 
Clinton. 
 Sotomayor, Kagan and a 
Black woman justice may 
make the most of their 
minority status. Like Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, a rock star 
in judicial robes for her 
eloquent dissents, I expect 

they’ll make their collec-
tive presence felt in a sea of 
Catholic conservatism.
 Th eir life experiences as 
women will certainly bind 
them together in a garment 
of inclusion and cohesion. 
 Remember, three of the 
six Republican justices were 
confi rmed in former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s one 
term. Neil Gorsuch, Brett 
Kavanaugh and Amy Co-
ney Barrett are the Trump 
Th ree, the most partisan 
threesome in history. It’s a 
badge of shame they should 
never be allowed to forget.  
 Roberts, who once 
clerked for Chief Justice 
William Rehnquist, puts a 
pleasant veneer on the Su-
preme Court’s most out-
rageous rulings. Citizens 
United opened the gates 
of dark money into cam-
paigns. In 2013, the Su-
preme Court struck down 
the heart of voting rights. 
Th ey have hurt a healthy 
body politic by ending fair 
play, especially on race and 
elections. 
 Justice Stephen Breyer’s 
retirement, announced last 
week, opened the way for 
the triumvirate of women 
named by Democratic pres-
idents on the bench. Like 
the late giant, Ginsburg, he 
was named by Clinton. 
 “Th e more women, the 
better,” Sen. Jeanne Sha-
heen, D-N.H., said.
 Th ree women will hold 

the fort versus fi ve angry 
men and a woman named 
by Trump while Ginsburg’s 
body was virtually warm in 
the parlor. 
 An ultraconservative 
Hoosier, Barrett didn’t 
bat an eye at swearing in a 
week ahead of Election Day 
2020. (“I’m saving her for 
Ginsburg,” Trump crassly 
said.)
 While her president lost, 
Barrett won a lifetime post. 
She’s 50. 
 Biden should name his 
nominee forthwith, to cut 
off  Republican headwinds 
sure to blow from Senate 
Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell’s offi  ce. Sooner 
is better. Still, it could be a 
pitchfork battle. 
 Plainly put, this Su-
preme Court is antediluvi-
an. Some say rogue. Rob-
erts may yet earn his place 
in history next to Roger 
Taney, author of the ante-
bellum Dred Scott ruling 
that held that Black people 
could never be citizens. 
Th ey often seize on cases 
for political purposes. 
 Breyer couldn’t contain 
his disbelief when col-
leagues ruled against the 
federal mask mandate to 
keep workplaces safer in the 
pandemic. 
 If the mystery justice 
came from west of the Mis-
sissippi River, not Harvard 
or Yale, that too would di-
versify the Court. At least, 

we’ll know she didn’t go to 
Georgetown Prep, the all-
male, plush Catholic school 
(near Washington) that 
formed Gorsuch and Kava-
naugh.
 Elite Ivy is growing out 
of the Court, sinking fast in 
the public eye. We desper-
ately need Biden’s nominee, 
whoever she may be. 

 Jamie Stiehm may be 
reached at JamieStiehm.
com. Follow Jamie on 
Twitter @JamieStiehm. To 
fi nd out more about Jamie 
Stiehm and other Creators 
Syndicate columnists and 
cartoonists, please visit Cre-
ators.com. 
 COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM

Jamie Stiehm

Th ree Women Lighting Th e Supreme Darkness
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Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of a 
dangerous drug/possession 
of drug paraphernalia in 
the 1200 block of Broad-
way.
 Coty Joseph Hess re-
ported threats in the 2600 
block of East Highway 82.
 Sonia Valladares Vega 
reported theft of property 
less than $2,500 in the 
1100 block of Olive Street.
 Sheron Rena Stone re-
ported accident involving 
damage to vehicle less than 
$200.

 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
2800 block of East High-
way 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of duty on strik-
ing fi xture/highway land-
scape less than $200 in 
the 1400 block of Amber 
Court. A street sign was 
knocked over, according to 
a GPD report.
 Leobardo Rivas Heredia 
reported theft of prop-
erty less than $30,000 in 
the 1400 block of Gunter 
Street.

Arrest Log 
 Audrea D. Bennett, 36, 

burglary of a habitation.
 Joseph D. Graham, 39, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 28 
grams, tamper with gov-
ernment record defraud/
harm.
 Carmen Bygoytia Cal-
leros, 30, misdemeanor 
warrant arrest.
 Gloria Anthony, 52, 
theft of property less than 
$750.
 Miguel Rodriguez, 62, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 28 
grams.
 Kaleena I. Owens, 51, 
theft with two previous 
convictions.
 Kimberley S. Shelton, 

34, criminal trespass.
 Carmen C. Ortega, 36, 
theft of property less than 
$100 with previous convic-
tions.
 Vonda K. Brown, 55, 
theft of property less than 
$100 with previous convic-
tions.
 Rita A. Romo, 37, mis-
demeanor warrant arrest.
 Staci F. Moster, 39, felo-
ny warrant arrest.
 Carlos A. Mendez Lopez, 
25, public intoxication.
 Nallely G. Sagahon-Her-
nandez, 30, two Gaines-
ville Municipal Court war-
rants.
 Edwin Romualdo, 33, 
felony warrant arrest.

Grand Jury Issues 
7 Indictments
GAINESVILLE- A Cooke 
County Grand Jury issued 
7 indictments in January. 
 Francisco Argote, 39, 
was indicted for the Oct. 
25, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of violate 
bond/protective order two 
or more times within a 12 
month period and for the 
Oct. 25, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of escape 
under arrest.
 Nathan Allyn Baker, 
45, was indicted for the 
Dec. 8, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of evading 
arrest detention with ve-
hicle and for the Dec. 8, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance with 
intent to delivery less than 
four grams.
 Michael Dale Campbell 
Jr., 27, was indicted for the 

Dec. 14, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense f possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams and 
for the Dec. 4, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
tamper/fabricate physical 
evidence.
 Kara Nicole Martin, 32, 
was indicted for the Nov. 
22, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Scott Wayne Mc-
Casland, 53, was indicted 
for the Dec. 8, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
tamper/fabricate physical 
evidence, for the Dec. 8, 
2021 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams and for the 
Dec. 8, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of prohib-

ited substance/item in cor-
rectional/civil, community 
facility.
 Jose Adrian Rincon, 19, 
was indicted for the Nov. 
8, 2021 second degree fel-
ony off ense of aggravated 
assault with a deadly weap-
on, for the Nov. 8, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of tamper/fabricate physi-
cal evidence and for the 
Nov. 8, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of unlawful 
possession of fi rearm by 
felon.
 Michael Joseph Stevens, 
42 was indicted for the 
Sept. 9, 2021 state jail fel-
ony off ense of fraudulent 
use of identifying informa-
tion and for the Sept. 9, 
2021 third degree felony 
off ense of fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information.

License # TACLA 26542C

 
Residential, Commercial • New Construction

Single and Multi-Family • Discounts for 
 Maintenance Agreements • 24 Hr Emergency 

Services No Overtime Fees

Gainesville Police Dept.

Discusses Racial Profi ling
GAINESVILLE – Texas 
state law requires that on 
or before March 1 of each 
year, law enforcement agen-
cies must submit a report on 
motor vehicle stops for the 
previous calendar year to the 
Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement and their gov-
erning body.  Th e Gaines-
ville Police Department sup-
ports this mandate, which 
prohibits racial profi ling in 
Texas and provides transpar-
ency for Departmental op-
erations.
 Th e Gainesville Police 
Department has a policy 
in place that is consistent 
with all state and federal 
laws.  Th is policy also in-
cludes provisions for citizens 
to contact the department 
should they feel a Gaines-
ville Police Offi  cer stopped 
them because of their race 
or ethnicity.  If you believe 
you were stopped based on 
your race, you may request a 

Personnel Complaint Form.  
If a disagreement is over the 
issuance of a citation, that 
complaint will need to be 
addressed with the munici-
pal court.   
 If you believe an offi  cer 
stopped you based on race, 
you can request to speak to 
the on duty supervisor to 
discuss the situation and 
try to resolve it.  If the is-
sue is not resolved after 
discussing it, upon request, 
the supervisor shall provide 
the person with a Person-
nel Complaint Form.  Th e 
form may be completed 
and given to the supervi-
sor at the scene or it can be 
taken home and complet-
ed.  Th e form can either be 
brought to the police de-
partment or mailed to the 
Chief of Police.
 Th e Gainesville Police De-
partment takes racial profi l-
ing very seriously and will 
investigate all complaints 

made against an offi  cer.  Any 
offi  cer found to be involved 
in any type of racial profi l-
ing shall be subject to disci-
plinary action up to and in-
cluding termination.  If the 
investigation reveals a false 
complaint has been made, 
charges may be fi led against 
the person submitting the 
complaint.  
 Th e Gainesville Police De-
partment strives for profes-
sionalism and transparency.  
Th e Chief of Police wants 
to know about both positive 
and negative contacts with 
his offi  cers and personnel.  
If you have any comments, 
you can:
 1. Mail them to the Chief 
of Police at: 201 Santa Fe 
Street, Gainesville, Texas 
76240.
 2. Call the Chief of Police 
at (940)668-7777, or
 3. Email them to the 
Chief of Police at: GPD@
gvps.org
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History
 Mrs. Lambert was born to 
Lillian Pearl (Harris) Mor-
rison and William Henry 
Morrison on September 12, 
1918, in Cosfi eld, TX.
 Earleen married Sharkey 
George Lambert on July 1, 
1934 and they were blessed 
with 65 years of marriage.
Survivors
 Mrs. Lambert was preced-
ed in death by her parents, 
her husband; sisters Velma 
Lambert, Willie Jean Kam-
merdiener, Bonnie Foster; 
brothers Lebert Morrison, 
Scott Morrison; grandchil-
dren Johnny Lambert, Tony 
Weir, Sr.
 Earleen is survived by 
her daughter Patsy Rode; 
12 grandchildren; 34 great-
grandchildren; 60 great-
great-grandchildren; 1 great-
great-great-grandchild.
 Earleen better known as 
“Granny” was best known 
for her love of her babies.  
She loved everyone and of-
ten adopted any grandchil-
dren who needed a granny.
 Mrs. Lambert taught us 
countless life lessons that 
we will carry on.  Her love 
and devotion to her family 
was unsurpassed, and will be 
dearly missed.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Warren Gene Dyers, Sr.

Services
 Visitation for Warren 
Gene Dyer will be held 
at Meador Funeral Home 
Chapel, 1204 E. California 
St., Gainesville, Texas at 
2:00 pm on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2022, from 5:00-
7:00 pm.  Funeral service 
will be held at 2:00 pm on 
Sunday, February 6, 2022, 
at First Baptist Church, 308 
E. Broadway, Gainesville 
followed by interment at 
Valley View Cemetery, Val-
ley View, Texas.
History
 Warren Gene Dyers, Sr. 
was born in Valley View, 
Texas to Cecil B. and Velma 
(Parsons) Dyer on February 
16, 1935.  Gene passed away 
surrounded by his family at 
home on January 31, 2022.
Gene was raised on a farm 
in Valley View.  He attended 
Valley View Public Schools 
and graduated from Valley 
View High School in 1953.  
He attended Cooke County 
Community College and re-
ceived his Associates Degree.  
Gene joined the United 
States Air Force in 1956 and 
served until 1959 when he 
was Honorably Discharged.  
In 1961 Gene joined the 
Dallas Fire Department.  He 
served the citizens of Dal-
las for 29 years, retiring in 
1990.   Gene married She-

rian Barthold in 1962.  Th ey 
were happily married for al-
most 60 years.  
Survivors
 Gene is survived by his 
wife, Sherian Dyer; son, 
Warren Dyer and wife, 
Wynona; grandchildren, 
Wylie and Wyatt Dyer who 
he adored so very much; 
sister, Darlene Sessions of 
Valdese, NC; sister in law 
Jeanene Dyer of Gainesville, 
Texas; brother in law, Wil-
bur Barthold and wife, Shir-
ley of Valley View, Texas; 
sister in law, Martha Law-
son and husband, Jimmy of 
Denton, Texas; sister in law, 
Margie Alsup of Gainesville, 
Texas and many wonderful 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.
 Gene was preceded in 
death by infant daughter, 
Tammy Jane; parents, Cecil, 
and Velma Dyer, his in laws, 
Frantz, and Opal Barthold; 
brother, Robert and wife, 
Billie; brother, Jimmy and 
wife, Shirley Dyer, brother, 
Jack; brother-in-law, James 
Sessions; brother-in-law, 
Wallace and wife, Ima Delle 
Barthold; brother-in-law, 
Johnny and wife, Patsy Bar-
thold, brother-in-law Lewis 
Barthold and wife, Nella 
Ann.

Larry “Butch” Martin

Services
 Larry “Butch” Martin, 52, 
of Gainesville passed away 
on Sunday, January 30, 
2022, at his residence with 
his family by his side. Fu-
neral service will be held on 
Monday, February 7, 2022, 
at 10:00 AM at the Meador 
Funeral Home Chapel with 
burial to follow with mili-
tary honors at the Valley 
View Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2022, from 6:00 
PM to 8:00 PM at the fu-
neral home.
History
 Butch was born on April 
21, 1969, in Mobile, Ala-
bama. He was a fl ight medic 
in the United States Army 
after his service he worked 
as a telecom electrician for 
many years. He married 
Sherry Stonebarger on Feb-
ruary 1, 2009, in Gaines-
ville, Tx. Butch was also an 
entertainer, he loved playing 
his guitar with his friends. 
He loved his family and en-
joyed spending time with 
them.
Survivors
 He is survived by his wife 
Sherry Martin of Gaines-
ville; parents Larry and 
Donna Dees of Rosenburg, 
Tx; his children Royce Mar-
tin of Springdale, Arkansas, 
Gracie Martin of Barnsdall, 
Oklahoma, Mandy Peters 
and husband Justin, Rylie 
Callinan and wife Sum-
mer and Allen Barber and 

wife Angelia; siblings Chris 
Dees Wilburn and Tobie 
of Phoenix, Arizona, John 
Wilburn of Germany, Kerry 
Powell and husband Kevin 
of Katy, TX, Amy Martin 
of Gainesville, Denise Jones 
of Gainesville and Jennifer 
Stonebarger of Marietta; 
grandchildren Justin, Jayden 
and Emory Peters, Luke, 
Madelyn, Mackenzie, Kayo-
dence, Skylar and Raylan; 
mother-in law Valine Stone-
barger; nieces and nephews 
Haley and Kaitlyn Hub-
bard of Gainesville, Lachlan 
Powell of Katy, TX, Zoe and 
Cody Wilburn of Sugarland, 
Tx, Zachary and wife Nata-
lie Wilburn of Scottsdale, 
Arizona, Cameron Mills of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Deon 
Anderson of Marietta, Ok, 
Brooke Jones of Oklahoma 
City, Jordan and Ashley 
Jones of Gainesville. Butch 
is also survived by various 
aunts, uncles and cousins. 
 Pallbearers will be Tom 
McElvain, Clint Lindsey, 
Mike Baysden, Matt Ei-
land, Justin Caff ey and Josh 
Skaggs. Honorary pallbear-
ers are Trey Westfall, Ronnie 
Sanders and Bryant Hunter. 

Mae Evelyn Williams

Services
Mae Evelyn Williams, 76 

of Gainesville, Texas passed 

away on February 3, 2022 
surrounded by her fam-
ily, friends and loved ones. 
A Memorial Service will 
be held at Meador Funeral 
Home, 1204 E. California 
Street, Gainesville, Texas 
on Wednesday, February 9, 
2022, at 2:00 pm.
 Cremation arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Meador Funeral Home of 
Gainesville. 
History
 She was born on May 17, 
1945, to James C. Lewis, Sr. 
and Mary (Calhoun) Lewis 
Singleton in Gainesville, 
Texas.  
 Mae was a member of 
the Old Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church. She earned her

(Continued on Page 10)
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following sentences were is-
sued for felony indictments 
and fi led in the 235th Dis-
trict Court.
 Michael Anthony Gon-
zalez, 39, was sentenced to 
three years’ probation de-
ferred plus restitution and 
court costs in connection 
with the Oct. 9, 2019 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance with intent to deliv-
ery less than 200 grams.
 Kimberley Susan Mixon, 
55, was convicted of the 
April 10, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of driving 
while intoxicate third or 
more and was sentenced to 
two years confi nement in a 
state jail facility plus restitu-
tion and court costs. Mixon 
was also convicted of the 
April 10, 2019 third degree 
felony off ense of evading 
arrest using a motor vehicle 
and was sentenced to two 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility and court costs.
 Eriberto Rodriguez, 
24, was sentenced to fi ve 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$1,500 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the Jan. 
17, 2020 third degree felony 

off ense of possession of mar-
ijuana less than fi ve pounds.
 Phillip Daniel Curtis, 27, 
was sentenced to two years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne and court costs in con-
nection with the March 18, 
2020 second degree felony 
off ense of burglary of a habi-
tation.
 Meagan Leigh Ann Priv-
itt, 33, was sentenced to four 
years suspended time, two 
years confi nement, four years’ 
probation, a $60 fi ne plus 
restitution and court costs in 
connection with the July 21, 
2019 state jail felony off ense 
of driving while intoxicated 
with child passenger.
 Justin Lewis Barthold, 
46, was sentenced to four 
years’ probation deferred, a 
$2,000 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the May 
23, 2020 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of mari-
juana less than four ounces.
 Kyle Matthew 
Henneman, 28, was con-
victed of the May 7, 2020 
third degree felony off ense 
of driving while intoxicated 
third or more and was sen-
tenced to two years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility, a 
$10 fi ne plus restitution and 

court costs.
 David Ray White Jr., 34, 
was convicted of the April 
14, 2021 state jail felony of-
fense of possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram and was sentenced 
to nine months confi nement 
in a state jail facility plus res-
titution and court costs.
 Jose Adrian Rincon, 19, 
was convicted of the Nov. 8, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon 
and was sentenced to two 
months, 18 days suspended 
time, six years confi nement 
in a state jail facility and 
court costs. Rincon was 
also convicted of the Nov. 
8, 2021 third degree felony 
off ense of tamper/fabricate 
physical evidence and was 
sentenced to two months, 
18 days suspended time, 
six years confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs. Rincon was also con-
victed of the Nov. 8, 2021 
third degree felony off ense 
of unlawful possession of a 
fi rearm by a felon and was 
sentenced to two months, 
18 days suspended time, six 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility and court costs.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

(Continued from Page 1)

 In addition, Shew noted 
as part of the bond issuance 
process the city must also ap-
ply for and purchase a bond 
rating. “I am pleased to re-
port that the rating agency, 
they come in and ask a lot of 
questions so they can con-
duct a full credit assessment 
of the city, and a lot of the 
reason the city receives such 
a favorable rate on its bonds 
is directly the result of the 
high credit rating,” she said.
 She noted a city’s rating 
works much the same as any 
other consumer’s credit rat-
ing.
 “Th e credit rate of the 
city is just like your and my, 
our credit ratings,” she said. 
“Th e higher our personal 
credit ratings are, the lower 
the cost of borrowing when 
we go to apply for a mort-
gage or a car loan. Th e same 
holds true for the city. Th e 
higher the credit rating, the 
lower your cost to borrow 
money.”
 According to Standard 
and Poor’s and Moody 
Fitch, the city has secured a 
AAA- credit, Shew said.
 “It’s an excellent rating,” 
she said. “…It’s important 
to note that there’s only 
three notches above you.”
 She also said this is the 
“fi nal step of the bond issu-
ances process.”
 “By adopting the ordi-
nance before you tonight 
you’re eff ectively accepting 
this rate and locking these 
terms into place,” she said.
 “One thing I would like 
to bring up,” City Man-
ager Barry Sullivan said. “As 
y’all know, we have a fi ve-
year budget and we have 
actual debt issuance plans 
out to 2037 and with that, 
this series we were origi-
nally planning on having 
to repay about $12.2 mil-

lion. Th is came in for total 
repayment of $9.7 million. 
So overall that’s a savings of 
$2.5 [million] than we have 
in our long terms plans for 
paying this. Next year, the 
bond came in at the ex-
act same price for what we 
already had budgeted for 
next year, and starting in 
2024, however, we will start 
saving about $100,000 to 
$150,000 per year each year 
for the following 19 years 
which will allow us to have 
the I&S tax rate lowered by 
around a penny. So, instead 
of continuing with almost 
the same rate, we’ll be able 
to actually lower our I&S 
tax rate.”
 Th e council also approved 
a consent agenda which in-
cluded the following items.

 Minutes of the Jan. 18, 
2022 city council meeting.
 Resolution of the city 
council approving the sale 
of alcohol at the Gainesville 
Civic Center during the 
Gainesville Area Chamber 
of Commerce banquet.
 In addition, the council 
approved a resolution call-
ing for the general munici-
pal election to be held by 
the city of Gainesville on 
May 7, designating polling 
places for early voting and 
authorizing the city manag-
er to sign a contract for elec-
tion services and agreement 
to conduct a joint election 
with Cooke County.
 “Th is is just administra-
tive duty,” Sullivan said. 
“We tabled it last [meeting] 
to see if we could get a joint 

election and we were able to 
do that so it will make it a 
lot easier on the voters and 
it will make it cheaper and 
more effi  cient for the dif-
ferent agencies gathering 
together to have their joint 
election.”
 City positions up for elec-
tion are council seats Ward 3 
held by Michael Hill, Ward 
5 held by Martin Phillips, 
Ward 6 held by Mary Jo 
Dollar and the Municipal 
Judge position currently 
held by Chris Cypert.
 Th e council also approved 
the purchase of three police 
patrol vehicles from Holi-
day Ford through a Tarrant 
county purchasing contract. 
Sullivan noted the new cars 
are in the city’s budget at a 
total cost of $142,608.

Gainesville Council Approves 
Bond Issuance and Sale;
Earns AAA- Credit Rating

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Long Term Care

ONLY 5 STAR RATED
FACILITY IN GAINESVILLE

										Cooke	County	needs	a	strong,	
experienced	leader	who	can	guide	us	during	
the	expansive	growth	that	is	upon	us.	If	the	
voters	want	a	County	Judge	who	will	put	
the	people	and	the	taxpayers	fi	rst,	then	I	am	
the	man	for	the	job.		I	will	work	harder	than	
anyone	every	single	day	to	help	make	our	
County	the	best	place	in	Texas	to	live,	work,	
raise	a	family,	and	worship	as	we	please,	
as	we	all	prosper	together.		It	would	be	an	
honor	to	serve	as	Cooke	County	Judge.

    Leon Klement

Early Voting begins February 14th

EARLY VOTING:	Feb. 14th thru Feb. 25th, 8 am - 6 pm, 
Mon-Fri at the Cooke County Annex 

www.ElectKlement.com	 	facebook.com/ElectLeonKlement
Political Ad Paid for by Leon Klement for County Judge. 

WE TAKE IT 
PERSONALLY

When it comes to service, we take it personally. Very personally. You see, we’re 
small enough to remember your name. But we’re also big enough to handle all 

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257
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Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.
 I’m Steve Starnes. I’m 
the current county judge. 
I was actually appointed in 
January of 2021 to replace 
Judge [Jason] Brinkley who 
resigned to run for another 
offi  ce. I have 41 years of 
business experience in a 
leadership role. I have an 
MBA and I’m Six Sigma 
Black Belt certifi ed. We’ve 
raised all of our children 
here in Cooke County. We 
have fi ve grown children 
now and nine grandchil-
dren. 
 My wife Brenda works at 
Safran. She’s worked there 
for 30 years. She’s a vice 
president of aftermarket. 
Our children, our oldest son 
Cody, he’s a surgeon over in 
Sherman. Our middle son is 
attending the University of 
North Texas working on his 
master’s degree in engineer-
ing. Our youngest daughter 
is a director of Irving Bap-
tist Church daycare. Our 
youngest son is a nurse prac-
titioner in Monroe, Louisi-
ana and our oldest daughter 
is also a nurse practitioner in 
Fort Worth.
 We live just northeast of 
Gainesville on a little 108 
acres on County Road 182. 
We run some cattle. We 
have some horses. My wife 
raises barrel horses and I en-
joy riding cutting horses.
What are the duties of the 
Cooke County Judge?
 I oversee the court, respon-
sible for the court. I’m also 
the emergency management 
director for the county. And 
then, I’m the budget offi  cer 
for the budget as well. Th en, 
I have a number of adminis-
trative functions and boards 
that I sit on for the county as 
well as some I sit on for the 
city and as well as TCOG 
which is our tri-county orga-
nization. Jason Brinkley also 
served on the TCOG Board 
as well as NACo, the Nation-
al Association of Counties 
board. He was the broadband 
director for NACo. I hope to 
bring Jason back in to help us 
with the broadband issue for 
the county.
 Th at’s one of the things 
that I want to do is I want 
to do some initiative with 
broadband. Th e broadband 
map indicates that we have 
86 percent coverage in this 
county but what that map 
doesn’t tell us is that the 
download and upload speeds 
are terrible. I live in the 
country, so I have fi rsthand 
experience of this. Between 
6 p.m. and 10 p.m. the ser-
vice goes to nearly nothing, 
and we have the ability, and 
we have funds that we may 
be able to get from the state 
and federal system as well 
as ARPA [American Rescue 
Plan Act] money to get us in 
a position where could have 
countywide broadband that 
would be 100 megabytes 
upload and 25 download. 
Th at’s a signifi cant issue for 
our county. Th at’s some-
thing I want to address this 
coming year.
 We have homeschool-
ing. We have kids going to 
college that need that abil-
ity, and we need to make 
it aff ordable. It needs to be 
where families can aff ord to 
get internet systems. Tele-
medicine. We’re an under-
served county in medicine, 
and telemedicine would be 

a great improvement for our 
citizens as a whole. And of 
course, the economic en-
gine of today is internet. 
All of our businesses. We 
have a number of agricul-
tural businesses and horse 
ranches, cattle ranches that 
don’t have internet and they 
need it in order to eff ectively 
manage their businesses.
How are you qualifi ed to 
serve if elected?
 Well, I think that the 
thing that I bring is busi-
ness acumen. In fact, that’s 
one of the things that I’m 
very proud of our court this 
year is we have gone in and 
created a strategic business 
plan for the next three years, 
and now we’re working on 
project plans to support that 
strategy. 
 What we’re planning to 
do this coming year, is start 
doing process analysis, value 
stream mapping to try to 
drive out ineffi  ciencies and 
reduce cost. So what I bring 
to this particular role is 
business structure. After 41 
years of business and being 
Six Sigma Blackbelt certifi ed 
and having an MBA, I have 
the ability to bring business 
acumen to the role. 
Budgets and taxes are al-
ways of peak interest, 
what are your views on the 
current and future of the 
county taxes?
 Well, I’m very proud of 
our court this year. Th ey ac-
tually reduced the tax rate, 
the county tax rate by over 
two percent, and they did 
this in a year where everyone 
knows we were facing a six 
percent infl ationary period, 
and some products like fuel 
went up as much as 30 per-
cent. And additionally, the 
court is looking at the possi-
bility of having to do an $11 
million jail expansion. So, 
I’m really proud of the fact 
that the court dropped the 
county tax rate by over two 
percent, especially in a chal-
lenging year like we’re hav-
ing now. In fact, in this year 
we had to pull $9.5 million 
from our fund balance to 
actually fund fi scal year 
2022. So we’re going to have 
to certainly pull the purse 
strings tight this year and 
be real conscious of what we 
spend and how we spend it 
in order to maintain that tax 
rate. But I think we can with 
the help of everyone con-
cerned. I hope that we will 
be able to drop the tax rate 
again next year.
Th e County Judge posi-
tion requires someone to 
help guide commission-
ers and the overall county 
government, what is your 
relationship to the com-
missioners and how will 
that help?
 You would probably have 
to ask the commission-
ers what my relationship is 
with them but I think it’s a 
very good one. I think that 
we have accomplished a lot 
this year. Th at’s one of the 
things, coming from a busi-
ness background that I pride 
myself on is team building. 
No one individual can do 
anything without team sup-
port and I think we’ve re-
ally showed that this year. 
Th at’s not just our court but 
our entire county. We have 
been working hard on team 
building exercises, bringing 
everybody into the decision 
making process. We want 
to hear from everyone from 
citizens to elected offi  cials. 
Th at’s one of what I consider 
to be my biggest strengths in 
this particular role is team 
building.
What changes, if any, do 
you see need to be made 
in the position of Judge 
and in the Commissioners 
Court?
 You know, like I said before,

(Continued on Page 9)

Cooke County Candidate Forum
Cooke County Judge

Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the March 1 primary election. Cooke County Candi-
date Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked the 
same questions. 

Steve Starnes
Incumbent - Republican

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.
 My name is Leon Kl-
ement. I’m one of the Re-
publican candidates for 
Cooke County Judge. Cur-
rently I serve as Commis-
sioner for Precinct 4. I was 
elected in 2008. I’m a life-
long Cooke County resi-
dent and have been married 
to my high school sweet-
heart Christy for 47 years. 
We are the proud parents 
of three children and eight 
grandchildren, all of whom 
are raising their families in 
Muenster.
 I’m a lifelong member 
of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church where I’m a lector 
and member of the Knights 
of Columbus. I’m a fourth 
generation agricultural busi-
ness owner. Our son manag-
ers the family cattle/farming 
operation, and it enables 
me to devote my full atten-
tion to public service in our 
county. And that is one of 
the jobs I truly love. I spend 
many evenings and week-
ends farming the land that 
has been in our family since 
the 1940s. It is my hobby 
now.
 A little bit about my elect-
ed offi  cial experience: I was 
appointed by the governor 
to serve on a Texas oversight 
committee which helped 
disperse federal funds to ru-
ral counties. I serve current-
ly as TAPS vice president 
and past president; a board 
member of Meals on Wheels 
Texoma and of Cross Plains 
Rural Transportation Coun-
cil. I’m the past president 
and 18 year member of the 
MISD Board of Trustees, 
and the past president of the 
Cooke County Appraisal 
District.
 I’m a conservative Repub-
lican active in county and 
state GOP aff airs. I’m a fi rm 
believer in local government 
offi  cials being involved in 
the Texas legislative pro-
cess. Not just by emails and 
phone calls to staff  but by 
going to Austin, develop-
ing a good relationship with 
our state representative and 
senator.
 Over the past 13-plus 
years, I have attended many 
hearings in Austin and tes-
tifi ed before several House 
and Senate committees ad-
vocating for Cooke County. 
On a county level with the 
commissioners court I’m 
proud to have been co-
manager of the historical 
restoration of the interior of 
the courthouse. We’ve up-
graded voting equipment, 
constructed two new EMS 
stations, we’re currently im-
plementing a new two-way 
radio system just to name a 
few improvements.
 On Precinct 4, we have a 
great crew and we can hon-
estly say you won’t fi nd bet-
ter roads in the county. I will 
bring the same work ethic to 
the county judge’s job.
What are the duties of the 
Cooke County Judge?
 Th e judge and the com-
missioners work together 
to set the tax rate, manage 
the buildings and the in-
frastructure and conduct 
the business of the county. 
Th e county judge is also in 
charge of the agenda. Th e 
most important thing is the 
judge and the county com-
missioners work together. 
I want to stress that. Th ey 

work together to manage 
the county’s aff airs, fi nances 
and all the other business 
that’s conducted.
 Th e county judge is the 
presiding offi  cer of the com-
missioners court. He repre-
sents the county in admin-
istrative functions, serves 
as the budget offi  cer which 
means he’s in charge of the 
budget. It is his budget that 
he puts together every year 
and is head of county emer-
gency management.
 In Cooke County and 
other small counties in 
Texas, the county judge has 
no judicial duties. Th ose are 
handled by the county court 
at law. Th at change occurred 
in 2001. Not all small coun-
ties have this, but we have 
the county court at law po-
sition which handles all the 
judicial issues that occur in 
the county. So therefore, the 
county judge is the fi nancial 
manager.
 He represents all the citi-
zens of the county and also 
is responsible for signing 
all the contracts. He’s the 
fi rst point of contact for any 
group or entity which does 
business with the county.
How are you qualifi ed to 
serve if elected?
 For over 40 years I’ve 
been a business and prop-
erty owner. I was elected to 
my fi rst public offi  cial board 
at the age of 26 and that has 
been a few years ago.
 My leadership experience 
includes past president of 
MISD Board of Trustees, 
past president of the Cooke 
County Appraisal District. 
I’m the current vice presi-
dent and past president of 
TAPS, which is the public 
transportation system that 
we are in with these other 
counties.
 I’m presently enjoying 
my 14th year as a successful 
county commissioner being 
up to speed on vital issues 
that need to be addressed. 
Th ese duties have all pre-
pared me to step into the 
judge’s position. I was com-
pelled to place my name on 
the ballot for county judge 
because I’m certain I can 
make a better impact in that 
capacity. 
 I feel God has placed me 
in this position at this time 
to use my talents and pas-
sion for county government 
in order to give our citizens 
the best service possible. It 
was a diffi  cult decision to 
give up the commissioner’s 
job because I truly do love 
my work but I think it’s a 
step in the right direction 
for me and for the county.
Budgets and taxes are al-
ways of peak interest, 
what are your views on the 
current and future of the 
county taxes?
 Th ere’s always been a mis-
conception, I think, about 
the tax rate and taxes from 
this standpoint. As property 
values go up, the tax rate 
goes down. We have special 
circumstances in this county 
because we have a sales tax, 
and dollar for dollar the 
sales tax that we collect, low-
ers the property tax equation 
by an equal amount. So, we 
have that which is a good 
thing but I’ve heard it said, 
‘Well, the tax rate has gone 
down.’ Sure the tax rate 
has gone down. It had to 
go down because the values 
went up. It’s a function of 
mathematics and the state 
laws is what it is. 
 Th is year we had a split 
vote, 3-2, on the tax rate and 
the budget. We raised taxes 
9 percent this year. We are 
going to take in $1,311,813 
more than the previous year. 
I voted against that. I’ll tell 
you why. Th e tax rate was 
raised two cents above the 
no new revenue rate which 

(Continued on Page 9)

Leon Klement
Republican

Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.
 Well, I’m originally from 
Cooke County. I was born 
in the old sanitorium which 
is just a few blocks down the 
street down here. My dad 
had just returned from Eu-
rope, World War II. He and 
mom had married right be-
fore they went. She was from 
just right over here at Gar-
nett Street and so when they 
got back together after the 
war, Dad and Mom bought 
a farm in Valley View. And 
I came along about that 
time. And when I was about 
a year and a half old, Dad 
went back in the service for 
the Berlin Airlift. He was 
just planning to stay in long 
enough to make a few land 
payments but as luck would 
have it, he ended up making 
a career of it and stayed in 
for the next 20 years.
 So I grew up in the Air 
Force, wherever Dad’s as-
signments would take him; 
Alaska, South Dakota, 
Montana, Massachusetts, 
Ohio, Kansas, all of those 
diff erent places. Went to 12 
diff erent schools growing up 
which actually I think was 
kind of an advantage for 
boys. I know that girls may 
have a harder time at that. I 
know we had a boy and girl 
and it was harder on the girl, 
it seemed like than it was on 
boys. At any rate, I usually 
saw somebody that I had 
been stationed with three 
or four years ago every time 
we changed places so it was 
kind of fun.
 Dad retired in time for 
me to fi nish school at Val-
ley View which I did. 
Graduated in 1964. Th en I 
hauled hay and worked and 
did everything all over this 
county here until I fi nished 
my college at North Texas 
State University in 1969. 
I was in ROTC in 1969. I 
got my commission and off  
to the Air Force. Now, Gail 
and I had married almost a 
year before I graduated. So 
we got in our car and drove 
off  to pilot training in June 
of 1969 and went to Del 
Rio, Texas. Th at’s where I 
went to pilot training. Got 
my wings. Ended up instead 
of going to Vietnam, which 
I fi gured would happen, 
found out instead of send-
ing new guys to Vietnam, 
they were sending the older, 
more experienced pilots that 
were standing in line, vol-
unteering to go back again. 
So I ended up instructing at 
Del Rio for the next three 
years which was a good as-
signment. It taught me more 
about fl ying and also how to 
be a leader, how to deal with 
people and their problems 
and one thing and another. 
Th en in 1973 I actually got 
the assignment that I want-
ed. I got orders to Th ailand 
in the RF4 which is just 
another version of the F4 
Phantom, the aircraft that I 
really wanted. So I had my 
aircraft and I had the assign-
ment. Th ought I was all set. 
When I went out to South 
Carolina for the upgrade to 
the RF4, they started bring-
ing everybody back. So I 
never got to go to the war. 
But I ended up spending 20 
years trying to fi nd a war to 
get into someplace.
 Retired in 1989. Came 
back and worked at Texas 
Instruments while I put to-

gether a cattle herd. Raised 
registered Texas Longhorns 
which hadn’t been what 
I started out going to do 
but I liked the cows so well 
that’s what I ended up rais-
ing. About 1997 then after 
I’d been retired from the 
Air Force for about eight 
years the opportunity came 
along to be the justice of the 
peace, and I was appointed 
justice of the peace. Spent 
the next 12 years or so as the 
justice of the peace in the 
south part of the county. In 
2009, I was appointed as the 
county judge, and then ran 
successfully one time after 
that for one term. And then 
unfortunately, Gail got ill 
with Alzheimer’s, a hateful 
disease. I knew I wasn’t go-
ing to be able to run again 
so I just retired at the end of 
my fi rst full term as county 
judge.
 Stayed at home with 
Gail for the next two years, 
pretty much housebound, 
so I didn’t know a whole lot 
about what was going on 
or anything like that. After 
Gail passed, I met Betty. 
Betty and Gail were in the 
same class here at Gaines-
ville, class of 1966. She was 
having a similar type of situ-
ation. Her husband Lewis 
had what they call Lewy 
Body Dementia which is 
also a fatal disease and we 
spent so  much time helping 
each other and keeping each 
other company. I just wasn’t 
ever meant to be by myself 
I guess. Turns out that Betty 
and I decided that we’d get 
married a few years after 
Gail passed away. We’ve 
been happily married now 
going on three years. Hope 
to have many more.
 But somewhere along 
the way I decided that I re-
ally wanted to fi nish what 
I started so many years ago 
when I was appointed coun-
ty judge. And really being 
from this county, coming 
back home so many times 
when Dad went overseas 
and when we came home on 
leave and then I repeated the 
same with my family, this 
was always home and it was 
always special. Both sides 
of my family and ances-
tors were all from here and 
this was just the place that I 
loved. When we got the op-
portunity to come back to 
Cooke County that’s exactly 
what we did. It was also the 
fact that being from Cooke 
County and being my home 
and everything else, it’s ex-
actly what I wanted to do. I 
wanted to see what I could 
do to continue to make it 
the wonderful place that it 
always had been when I was 
growing up.
What are the duties of the 
Cooke County Judge?
 Th e duties, basically, you 
know they’re written down 
and there are various, as-
sorted duties such as, for in-
stance, presiding over com-
missioners court. Th at’s not 
to say that you’re the boss of 
the commissioners by any 
means, you’re one of fi ve on 
commissioners court but the 
county judge is responsible 
for the agenda for the com-
missioners court meetings 
and the actual conduct of 
the court as it happens.
 Th ere are a few individu-
als that work directly for 
the county judge; for in-
stance, the EMS, the emer-
gency services, the assistant, 
which I had a very able and 
good assistant when I was 
the county judge. We had 
an environmental person, 
the HR person. So there’s 
a few people that work di-
rectly for the county judge. 
Just about everybody else 
works for their own elected 
offi  cial. Th e elected offi  cials 
in the county don’t work

(Continued on Page 9)

John Roane
Republican
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I’m really proud of what 
we’ve done thus far. I think 
we need to continue to let 
data drive our decisions, 
have good business models 
of what we want to do next 
year, two years from now, 
three years from now so we 
have a systematic process 
that we can follow to get 
things implemented.
 Historically, governments 
have kind of worked on is-
sues of the day. I would like 
to see us be more proactive, 
and this court has been. Th is 
court has been very good at 
getting onboard, developing 
a plan and being proactive 
to lead our county to where 
it needs to be rather than 
just reacting to issues as they 
occur.
 Continuing on bragging 
on the court, we talked 
about the fact that they low-
ered the tax rate this year, 
very proud of that. But they 
also increased support to 

some areas that were need-
ing it. We increased our fi -
nancial support of volunteer 
fi re departments by 27 per-
cent this year. Really proud 
of that and I’m certainly 
hoping we can increase that 
again this year. Th ey’re cer-
tainly needing that type of 
support. 
 Also proud of the fact that 
after nine years of sitting 
idle, the annex is fi nally go-
ing to be utilized later this 
summer. Offi  ces are being 
constructed as we speak. I 
hope that we, in this budget, 
will be able to determine 
what kind of improvements 
and expansions may need to 
be done to the jail system, 
and I hope to be able to, 
as a court, modernize our 
EMS services. We have great 
EMS services now but they 
certainly need some mod-
ernization as well. And the 
most important thing for 
the coming year is that we 
eliminate defi ciencies and 
reduce costs.

Steve Starnes
Incumbent - Republican

(Continued from Page 8)

is the rate that brings in the 
same amount of money as 
last year. If we would have 
gone up just a small fraction 
more, it would’ve caused 
the county to have to hold 
a property tax rollback elec-
tion. 
 And this vote to raise the 
taxes occurred in the middle 
of the pandemic, while our 
citizens are suff ering from 
the lingering eff ects of the 
pandemic, the economic 
distress. We all know what’s 
been going on. People have 
been losing their jobs, get-
ting laid off . Businesses have 
been closed. I think things 
are coming back but I don’t 
think at this time we took 
the citizens’ pain into con-
sideration when we did that. 
I understand we have to 
maintain a healthy fund bal-
ance but we also have to re-
member all of the tax money 
that we collect and take in to 
run the local government is 
your money. It’s the people’s 
money. And when you raise 
taxes in a disaster, which is 
what the pandemic is, you 
have to take into account 
what can the people aff ord.
 It’s a balancing act be-
tween the services and the 
money we need and what 
the tax payers can aff ord to 
pay. I think it was a bad deci-
sion. I know we can’t spend 
all the funds that we have. I 
don’t want to do that. I want 
to treat the people fairly. I 
think public service means 
that. I work for you. I work 
for all of you. And I’ll con-
tinue to push back against 
these kind of decisions and 
advocate for common busi-
ness sense. We as the com-
missioners court have been 
tasked with the duty of be-
ing the steward of the tax-
payers’ money and that is 
one of my top priorities.
Th e County Judge posi-
tion requires someone to 
help guide commission-
ers and the overall county 
government, what is your 
relationship to the com-
missioners and how will 
that help?
 I think I have a good re-
lationship with the commis-
sioners. I surely understand 
their problems and some 
of the issues that they face 
on a day-to-day basis deal-
ing with roads and the way 
we interact with the public 
and serve the public. I un-
derstand the help that they 
need. I’ll be able to help ad-
vocate for them in Austin 
for programs that will help 

commissioners with the 
roads and other issues and 
the tax issues that we face. 
Sometimes commissioners 
get into some pretty frank 
discussions in meetings. I 
think that’s a good thing. I 
think good discussion and 
debate is good for business 
and good for politics and 
good for the county. I think 
we get along well together 
and I look forward to being 
the judge. Like I said, I un-
derstand their problems. 
 I think it’s especially im-
portant for the county judge 
to be familiar with the com-
missioners’ duties to deal 
with the future growth that’s 
coming, the future growth 
in housing and develop-
ments. How will we accom-
modate the increased traffi  c? 
How will we provide the 
increased services and the 
impact it will have on the 
countryside and infrastruc-
ture, the land and the prop-
erty. I think it’s important 
that the county judge is very 
aware of all the problems 
that commissioners are go-
ing to have dealing with this 
because they are where the 
rubber meets the road when 
it comes to housing develop-
ments and increased traffi  c.
What changes, if any, do 
you see need to be made in 
the position of Judge and 
Commissioners Court?
 I believe we need to have 
better transparency. I know 
that word gets bantered 
around about a lot but what 
does that actually mean? 
Th e judge is in charge of the 
agendas and runs the meet-
ing. He’s in charge of the 
meetings. I think it means 
giving the commissioners 
good information to study 
and have real discussions 
when a motion is made and 
all the material present so 
they have time to study it 
before a meeting, so when a 
motion is made, the public 
understands the action their 
government is taking and 
why. It would give the court 
a chance to make more 
sound business decisions in 
this manner.
 I think we could do a bet-
ter job at running a more co-
herent and effi  cient agenda 
that would, for example, en-
able us to take action rather 
than putting off  agenda 
items until we have another 
meeting. We seem to do that 
from time to time, and then 
some of the discussion gets 
lost in the weeds so to speak. 
And I think we could clean 
that up some and do a bet-
ter, more effi  cient job. 

Leon Klement
Republican

(Continued from Page 8)

for anybody other than the 
public really. But it’s kind 
of the judge’s job to kind 
of hold the whole thing to-
gether and hopefully create 
an atmosphere where we do 
what we’re supposed to do 
for the county and continue 
to help the county prosper 
and not spend too much 
money and keep the taxes 
down and all of those sorts 
of things. Th at’s really kind 
of the county judge’s and 
commissioners, by the way, 
responsibility to conduct 
business of the county really. 
Th ere are other agencies that 
the county belongs to; for 
instance, Texoma Council 
of Governments, TCOG, 
Cross Plains. [Cross Plains 
is] a transportation infra-
structure type of organiza-
tion. We have the Tri-Coun-
ty Meals on Wheels which, 
when I was county judge, I 
was a member of that board. 
Since then, even though I 
was retired I became a mem-
ber of the local Meals on 
Wheels. In fact, this morn-
ing Betty and I fi nished our 
Meals on Wheels route. 
We’ve been delivering meals 
for about a year now and it’s 
very rewarding which brings 
to mind, I think, person-
ally, one of the duties of the 
county judge is to promote 
our nonprofi ts. Th at being 
Meals on Wheels, Abigail’s 
Arms, Noah’s Ark. Th ere’s so 
many really wonderful agen-
cies here in the county that 
need help all the time to ex-
ist. I think the county judge 
should set the example as far 
as belonging to and working 
with these diff erent agen-
cies.
 I’m not talking about 
just the tri-county board 
that you meet with once a 
month. I’m talking about 
actually rolling up your 
sleeves and getting involved 
with these agencies as the 
county judge and setting the 
example. I’ve seen it happen 
before. People say, ‘Well, 
if the judge isn’t too big to 
be a member of Meals on 
Wheels, maybe I better look 
into that myself.’ I think our 
nonprofi ts would benefi t 
from a county judge that re-
ally gets in there and helps 
them out.
 And there’s other things 
like our volunteer fi re de-
partments that don’t get near 
the support, in my opinion, 
that they should get. Our 
police do not get anywhere 
near the support that they 
should get. Our EMS really 
probably don’t get every-
thing that they need from 
the county. And I think the 
county judge ought to lead 
the way in making sure that 
they get the support they 
need. Th ere’s some volun-
teer fi re departments that 
are very successful in fund-
raising but then there’s some 
that just don’t have the base 
of people in their districts to 
help them out that much. I 
think it’s incumbent on the 
county judge and the county 
to help out where necessary 
because these are the people 
that save our lives quite hon-
estly. Th ere’s certainly agen-
cies that need our support 
and help.
 I think as the county judge 

that’s one of those things 
that’s a responsibility that 
cannot be overlooked which 
brings me back to the bud-
get again. It’s always about 
the budget. Each individual 
offi  ce in the county has their 
own budget. And the coun-
ty judge, on paper, oversees 
that budget. It’s really the 
county judge and the com-
missioners that control the 
budget but the county judge 
is listed as the budget offi  cer. 
 I would like to see us go 
back to the old way of doing 
the budget in that each de-
partment head, each elected 
offi  cial would come to com-
missioners court and present 
their budget to commission-
ers court. It’s a lengthy pro-
cess but at least this way you 
get a better idea what each 
department really needs. 
And then we take that and 
put it together and fi nd out 
how much tax revenue that 
we’re going to get to support 
that budget and then either 
have to make cuts along the 
way or grant the elected of-
fi cials what they need to get 
their jobs done.
 Of course in that bud-
get, once again, it’s back to 
the nonprofi ts. Th ey always 
need money. Th e emergency 
services always need a little 
something extra and I hope 
we can give the emergency 
services in particular a little 
more than just a little some-
thing. I hope we can give 
them something substan-
tial rather buying unneces-
sary buildings and things 
like that, that we seem to 
be spending our money on 
lately, there’s a lot of ways we 
can spend the county’s mon-
ey that make more sense 
than, well, buying a Kress 
building for instance. 
How are you qualifi ed to 
serve if elected?
 Well fi rst of all, I have 
six years’ experience as the 
county judge. I think that is 
the biggest qualifi cation that 
I have. And before that I had 
12 years’ experience with 
the county as a justice of the 
peace. So, I have 18 years of 
county service, and both po-
sitions together I think gave 
me a real good view of what 
it’s like to work for commis-
sioners court and to be part 
of commissioners court, and 
that’s, I think, the best qual-
ifi cation. But there’s several 
other things that really come 
into play here. I think my 20 
years in the service. I think 
being, by nature, I was an 
offi  cer the whole time. So 
I always had some level of 
supervisory responsibility, 
in the service. Sometimes it 
was a great deal. Sometimes 
it was just a couple of peo-
ple. But the county judge 
has to be a good leader if 
nothing else and I think my 
20 years in the service prob-
ably did more to teach me 
about being a good leader 
plus growing up in a military 
family where my dad was 
also a military offi  cer. So I 
had both the life experience 
as well as real experience in 
leadership, and I think those 
things really count. 
 Running my own cattle 
business for nearly 20 years 
teaches a person how to 
spend their money wisely. 
Let’s put it that way. Not 
take chances and risks with 

especially other people’s 
money. It’s one thing to risk 
your own resources but you 
don’t ever want to risk other 
people’s money. Th at’s just 
not something that you do.
 I think probably every-
thing I’ve done since I’ve be-
come an adult has led to be-
ing the county judge. I was 
a supervisor at TI for fi ve 
years and had a line of 30 
people that worked for me. 
And various, diff erent jobs, I 
guess, that I’ve had through 
my adulthood have all sort 
of been a combination of 
people and responsibilities 
and it taught me how to be 
the county judge. Th e coun-
ty judge has to be someone 
that can be a problem solver 
and has to be someone that 
can sit in an offi  ce someplace 
and be critical of someone 
rather than out in public. 
A true leader isn’t critical of 
people and things in public. 
You award people in public. 
You criticize people when 
it’s one on one and private 
and that criticism needs to 
be constructive in nature.
Budgets and taxes are al-
ways a peak interest, what 
are your views on the cur-
rent and future of the 
county taxes?
 Well, I think we’re going 
in the right direction as far 
as that goes. Of course, I 
haven’t been involved in the 
budget and taxes for what? 
Seven years now, but I’ve 
kept an eye on where they’re 
going just from my own 
standpoint and I think that 
the county leaders have us 
going in the right direction 
tax wise, now that could 
change at any time. And 
I think probably what we 
need to do is to continue in-
viting high quality housing 
in the county. For instance, 
the more value we have in 
the county, the less our taxes 
will be. And I think that’s 
something that we need to 
keep in mind always. 
 Th e commissioners court, 
county judge and com-
missioners really do need 
to always be aware of and 
mindful what’s happening 
with the taxes. We had a 
situation here not too long 
back where there was a vote 
taken to raise taxes actu-
ally to support a fi re depart-
ment. It failed, and frankly, 
I’m glad that it did because 
once again, back to being 
the county judge, I think 
the county judge has always 
got to conduct business with 
lowering taxes rather than 
adding a new tax somehow 
or another. 
 Now I did say that the 
county probably needs to 
play a little bit more respon-
sible role in supporting that 
particular fi re department, 
so it isn’t necessary then to 
tax the citizens. You know, 
the very ones that the fi re 
department protects. Th at’s 
only one example. In gen-
eral, the county judge and 
the commissioners need to 
be lowering taxes and always 
looking for ways to lower 
the taxes while increasing 
the budget and the values. If 
you can continue to increase 
your values that will take 
care of your tax rate pretty 
much. 
Th e county judge position 
requires someone to help 
guide commissioners and 
the overall county govern-
ment. What is your rela-
tionship to the commis-
sioners and how will that 
help?

I will say that what I’m see-
ing of the current commis-
sioners is very encouraging. I 
think we have a pretty good 
stable of new commissioners 
or commissioners to be in 
this upcoming election year. 
I think that the voters have 
gotten around to electing 
commissioners that are truly 
wanting to do what they 
do for the county. I think 
they truly want to support 
the county and I think they 
are going to be easy to work 
with should I be fortunate 
enough to end up being the 
judge. I’m really looking for-
ward to working with this 
set of commissioners I think 
that we’re going to have after 
this election.
What changes, if any, do 
you see need to be made 
in the position of Judge 
and in the Commissioners 
Court?
 One of the fi rst things 
that I would like to see is 
that we go back to the bud-
get process like we used to 
do. Whereas we had about 
three days’ worth of budget 
hearings. Where we had all 
the department heads come 
in and present their own 
budgets. It makes more 
sense for the other elected 
offi  cials to present what they 
think they need to conduct 
business for the following 
year. And it makes more 
sense for us, as the judge 
and commissioners, to listen 
to what they have to say and 
adjust as necessary depend-
ing on what our revenue im-
pact is going to be. So that 
would be one of the fi rst 
things that I would like to 
see changed. Go back to, it 
almost sounds like stepping 
back in time but it always 
made more sense to me to 
listen to the other elected of-
fi cials that don’t answer to us 
by the way. Th ey do have the 
responsibility to be honest 
and forthright in what they 
really need for their year 
ahead.
 I would like to see all of 
the commissioners be very 
public friendly. In other 
words when someone comes 
to commissioners court they 
ought to be able to present 
whatever it is that they want 
to present without feeling 
like they’re in jeopardy some 
way or another. Th ey need 
to be able to present their 
case in a friendly environ-
ment. If there are corrections 
that need to be made those 
things need to be made in 
private. But commissioners 
court needs to be a fun place 
to be. It needs to be a place 
where you feel like you can 
go and present whatever it is 
you want to present without 
getting fussed at or whatev-
er.
 Really there’s not. I think 
over the many years, the 
county judge has evolved to 
about where it needs to be. 
When I fi rst wanted to be 
the county judge, it was be-
fore we had a county court 
at law. And I thought that 
was going to be really fun if 
you conducted court, crimi-
nal, civil and everything else 
as well as the administrative 
part of the county judge’s of-
fi ce. Th e legislature in 2000-
2001 created the court at 
law and removed all of the 
judicial responsibilities away 
from the county judge’s of-
fi ce. I wouldn’t want it to go 
back to that but it would be 
fun to have some of those 
responsibilities back again.

John Roane
Republican

Early Voting 
Early Voting Starts February 14 - February 25, 2022
1st Week Polls open at 8:00 am and Close at 5:00 pm
2nd Week Polls open at 7:00 am and Close at 7:00 pm

March 1 Texas Primary
Election Day Polls open at 7:00 am and Close at 7:00 pm

Cooke County Candidate Forum
Cooke County Judge

Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the March 1 primary election. Cooke County Candi-
date Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked the 
same questions. 
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Crossword Puzzle Answers

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 per 

week.

940.665.2320

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

ESTATE SALE
141 CR 2775

ALVORD TX 76225
THURSDAY (FEB 10) & 
FRIDAY (FEB 11) 9-5

SATURDAY (FEB 12) 9-3 
For Descriptions and

Information see
durhamestatesales.net

The Weekly News of 
Cooke County offers clas-
sifi ed ads for as low as 
$7.50. 940-665-2320.

ESTATE SALE
February 10-12

332 South Lindsay, 
Gainesville, TX 76240
Antique furniture including 

large cabinet with drop front 
desk, three sets dining chairs 
French console/dresser wall 
mirrors, tall display cabinet 

with locks, 1950’s pink china, 
silver fl atware, fi ne art

including Charley Harper.

Classifi ed Ads for 
as low as $7.50 

per week.

940.665.2320

How cute are those ears 
that miss Gypsy has? She 
is the cutest petite girl 
that loves to spend her 
time outside. She loves to 
wiggle in the grass, lay in 
the sun and snorts just like 
a little piggy. Gypsy listen 
really well and has such a 
great behavior. She would 
make a great family dog if 
a sweet family is looking 
for a sweet pittie to love 
them with her whole heart.
 Gypsy has been 
spayed, microchipped, 
and is up to date on all her 

age appropriate vaccinations, meaning she is go home 
ready today! If you are interested in adopting Gypsy 
please give us a call at (940)665-9800 and we can set 
you up an appointment to come in and meet her!

Animal Adoption

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                                                               12/29

Estate/Garage Sales

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Split Oak, Mesquite and 
Pecan Firewood. Delivery 
Available. 940-668-8840.
                                                                                                         01/26

Seasoned Oak
Firewood

$150 a Rick
Callisburg

940-372-1799

Caregivers needed!!! Lo-
cal hearts is a non-medical 
home care business ser-
vicing Cooke, Grayson, 
Denton and Montague 
Counties. They provide 
assistance with transporta-
tion, medication reminders, 
grooming, housekeeping 
and pre/post-op care.  Must 
be 18 or older, have some 
experience with helping 
seniors and providing non-
medical home care.  Shifts 
may vary depending on 
patients needs. Call 940-
736-0496 or email local-
hearts2019@gmail.com.
                                                                 01/26

Help Wanted
Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                                       
01/26

Performance Equine Asso-
ciates is a  veterinary hos-
pital for horses in Thack-
erville, OK. We are hiring 
for an equine technician/ 
assistant. A degree is not 
necessary but horse han-
dling is. Info@pea-texoma.
com or call 580-276-1600. 
Immediate opening! Great 
benefi ts! 
                                                                   02/02

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Obituaries
(Continued from Page 6)

Associates Degree at Cooke 
County College and also 
joined the U.S. Marines and 
proudly served our country.  
Survivors
 Mae is survived by her 
daughter, Larissa Prim; sons, 
Dante Williams, Brian Wil-
liams; siblings, James Clyde 
Lewis Jr., Larry Don Lewis, 
Carolyn Singleton Qureshi, 
Edna Carol Singleton, Wan-
da Lee, Dena Singleton, 
Tommy Brown, 10 grand-
children and 4 great-grand-
children.
 Mae was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
brothers, George Calvin 
Lewis and Willie Lawrence 
Lewis.

Paula Parker

Services
 Paula Sue (Roberson) 
Parker, 73, of Gainesville, 
aff ectionately called “Nana”, 
passed away February 3, 
2022.
 A memorial service is 
scheduled for 11:00 A.M. 
on Tuesday, February 8, 
2022 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home with 
Rev. Roslyn Eugster offi  ciat-
ing.  Th e family will receive 
friends at 10:00 A.M. prior 
to the service.
History
 Paula was born April 24, 
1948 in Iraan, TX.  She was 
raised as an “oilfi eld brat” 
and graduated high school 
in Crane, TX, then attended 
college in Odessa, TX.  Pau-
la married Wayne Parker on 
November 3, 1979 in Lame-
sa, TX.  Th e couple moved 
to Lubbock in 1995 and 
have resided in Gainesville 
since 2016.
 “Miss Paula” was intri-
cately involved as State Di-
rector in the Our Diamond 
Miss Pageant and partici-
pated in other pageants as 
well.  She was a member of 
Callisburg United Method-
ist Church, where she fi lled 
many roles in the Children’s 
Ministry.  Mrs. Parker was 
a substitute for Gainesville 
ISD and enjoyed playing 
cards and games.  She was 
very fond of her fur babies, 
Molly, Allie, and Tippin.  
However, she mostly trea-
sured all the time she spent 
with her grandchildren.
Survivors
 Survivors include: hus-
band, Wayne Parker of 
Gainesville; son, Marc Park-
er and wife, Lee of Denton; 
son, David Parker and wife, 
Shelbie of Wichita Falls; 
daughter, Ginger Jones and 
husband, Brian of Horse-
shoe Bay; son, Josh Parker 
and wife, Stephani of Bang-
kok, Th ailand; grandchil-
dren: Rece, Payton, Nick, 
Courtni, Jordan, Easton, 
Garen, Noah, and Nehemi-
ah; fi ve great-grandchildren; 
brother, Leamon Roberson, 
Jr. and wife, JoLynne of Blue 
Eye, MO; sister, Peggy Mar-
ish and husband, Kim of 
Callisburg; and a host of be-
loved extended family mem-
bers.
 Mrs. Parker was preced-
ed in death by her parents, 

Leamon Lester and Lois 
Ailene (Idell) Roberson.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Callisburg 
UMC’s “Kids for Christ” 
ministry.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Christopher James 
Kresge, Jr.

Services
 Memorial service for 
Christopher James Kresge, 
Jr., age 21, of Muenster 
was held at 3:00 PM on 
Saturday, February 5, 2022 
at Scott Funeral Home in 
Muenster. He passed away 
on Sunday, January 30, 
2022.
History
 Chris was born on Sep-
tember 21, 2000 in North 
Richland Hills to Christo-
pher James and Stacy Re-
nee (Owen) Kresge. Chris 
had a passion for hunting. 
He loved the Dallas Cow-
boys and hanging out with 
his friends. He was also an 
avid music lover and collec-
tor of knives. He was known 
for his quick wit, his infec-
tious smile, and his kind 
and compassionate spirit. 
He was beloved by everyone 
that knew him.
Survivors
 He is survived by his par-
ents: Christopher and Stacy 
Kresge of Muenster; sisters: 
Katie Kresge of Muen-
ster and Ashley Kresge of 
Alvarado; grandparents: 
Kathy Kresge of Muenster, 
Mike Kresge of Tool, John 
G and Rosemarie Owen of 
Mabank, and Ray and Pat 
butler of Granbury; great 
grandmother: Lillian Rush 
of Euless; and numerous 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
friends.

Patrick William
Fleitman, Sr.

Services
 A private family service 
for Patrick William Fleit-
man, Sr. age 66, of Saint Jo 
will be held at a later date.
History
 Patrick was born on Au-
gust 8, 1955 in Gainesville 
o Anton Alois ‘Tony’ and 
Anna Marie (Schilling) 
Fleitman. He passed away 
on January 31, 2022 in No-
cona.
Survivors
 He is survived by sisters: 
Patsy Hermes of Muenster, 
Virginia Fleitman of Gaines-
ville, Th eresa and husband 
Butch Beane of Gainesville, 
Agnes Fleitman of Whites-
boro, Nancy Paytner of Cal-
lisburg, Susan McKenzie of 
Callisburg, and Karla Magill 
of Florida; brothers: Eugene 
and wife Billie Fleitman of 
Nocona, Alfred Fleitman of 
Muenster, Melvin and wife 
Carol Fleitman of Saint Jo, 
Donald and wife Linette 
Fleitman of Windthorst, 
and David and wife Patty 
Fleitman of Saint Jo; and 

numerous nieces and neph-
ews.
 He was preceded in 
death by his parents: Tony 
and Anna Fleitman, son: 
Patrick William Fleitman, 
Jr.; brothers-in-law: Paul 
Hermes, Fred McKenzie, 
and Kevin Paytner; and 
sister-in-law: Margaret Fleit-
man.

Rita Sue von Ree

Services
 Rita Sue von Ree of Saint 
Jo was called home sur-
rounded by her loving fam-
ily on Th ursday, January 27, 
2022 at the age of 83. A me-
morial service will be held at 
a later date.
History
 Sue was born on July 
23, 1938 to Cecil Weldon 
and Nora Gertrude (Jones) 
Dennis in Saint Jo. After 
graduating high school, she 
went on to Texas Women’s 
University in Denton and 
received her teaching de-
gree. Th en, she returned to 
Saint Jo to teach typing and 
business at Saint Jo ISD. She 
married Carl Elmer von Ree 
on May 3, 1958. Together, 
they had two sons: Erik and 
Kirk. Th e two were married 
until Carl’s passing in 2018.
She touched many of those 
around her through her lov-
ing way of life. Her greatest 
joy were her grandchildren.
Survivors
 She will be missed and 
remember by her sons: Eric 
and wife Cindy von Ree, 
and Kirk von Ree; grand-
sons: Dusty and wife Lind-
sey von Ree, Bodie vo nRee, 
and Garret von Ree; great 
grandsons: Brently, Luke, 
and Dean von Ree; great 
granddaughter: Paisley von 
Ree; and numerous friends.
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents: Weldon and 
Gertrude Dennis; husband: 
Carl von Ree; brother: W.C. 
‘Dub’ Dennis; and sister 
Myrtle Oleva Dennis.

James Leonard Turano

Services
 Mr. James Leonard Tura-
no, 65, of Valley View, 
passed away January 31, 
2022 in Valley View.  No 
services are planned at this 
time.
History
 He was born June 9, 1956 
in Long Island, New York. 
Mr. Turano enjoyed moun-
tain climbing and spend-
ing time outdoors.  He was 
a dedicated fan of the New 
York Rangers Hockey Team.
Survivors
 Mr. Turano is survived by 
his wife Wanda Sue Cardell 
of Valley View; sister Rosann 
Gaviglia of North Carolina; 
brother Vincent Turano of 
Long Island, NY; nephew 
Caesar Gaviglia of North 
Carolina.
 James was preceded in 
death by his parents.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Callisburg ISD is accepting 
applications for Bus Driv-
ers and Field Trip Driv-
ers for the current school 
year. Applicants must be 
21 years of age, must have 
a Class A or B CDL with 
passenger and school bus 
endorsement and be able 
to have a current or pass a 
DOT medical exam. Ap-
plicants must also pass a 
background check, driver’s 
record check, and pre-em-
ployment drug test. Aver-
age morning and afternoon 
routes run 60-75 minutes. 
All buses are equipped 
with security cameras. In-
terested applicants may 
obtain an application at the 
Callisburg ISD Administra-
tion Offi ce located at 148 
Dozier Street, Callisburg, 
TX or at the Transportation 
Offi ce located at 308 Doz-
ier Street, Callisburg, TX. 
Interested parties may also 
contact Cory Huddleston 
at 665-0961 extension 365. 
We look forward to hiring 
new drivers who want to 
work for a district that re-
spects the job they do!
                                                                                                                                                    02/02

1505 Nila Drive. Indoor 
Sale. Feb 11th and 12th 
9a-2p. NO EARLY AR-
RIVALS.  Lots of An-
tiques, Antique Dolls, 
Crystal, Assorted Kitchen 
Items and Much More.
                                                                                   02/09

Very successful local Home Improvement business for 
sale. 20+ years of very, very good customer approval 
rate. Lots of repeat customers. Huge earning potention! 
Owner retiring. Call 940-736-4748 with questions. 
Leave message.

Business For Sale
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Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Real Estate

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE
Complete IT Services for all

your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

House for rent in North-
east Central Gainesville: 
2 Bedroom 1 Bathroom 
(tub/shower combo). 
Washer/Dryer, Refrigera-
tor, Gas Range included. 
Large fenced back yard 
with a storage building. 
No indoor pets. No smok-
ing. $800.00/month plus 
a $800.00 security depos-
it. $40.00 non-refundable 
application fee per adult. 
Please call 972-742-9279 
and leave message for 
more details.
                                                                                  02/09

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Two- 2 Bedroom,
1 Bath Duplex Apts. 
Refrigerator, Stove, 

Window ACs,
Space Heaters,

Water Paid $725/
Mth, $325 Deposit, 

No Pets.
401/403 N Howeth St

Gainesville
940-668-6388

The

Weekly News
       of Cooke County

“We are the best
bang for

your buck!”

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Do you need
design help?
We can help with 
any size project!

Inserts ~ Flyers ~ Invitations ~ Advertising
Just give us a call!!!

The Weekly News
 St   ~  Gainesville, TX

940-665-2320

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® House For Rent

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
809 S Weaver 

Shady Glen Apts.
Lynnwood Apts.

Aspen Apts
in Sanger 

224 Gordon Street, Two 
Bedroom, 1 ½ Bath, Cot-
tage Style in Historic 
Neighborhood, $1100/
Month. 940-736-7582.
                                                                                   02/09

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

SENIOR
SERVICES

I Provide Senior Services:
• Errands

• Dr. Appointments
• Grocery Shopping

• Light Housekeeping
For A Low Hourly Rate

BRENDA
940-372-2784
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a moveable glass partition 
for a traveling exhibit or a 
meal, a catering kitchen, 
archive storage, director’s 
offi  ce, support service 
spaces and outdoor plaza 
area.
 “I feel like this is an 
amazing facility where we 
can teach future genera-
tions about patriotism but 
with that what I’m super 
excited about is, I feel like 
this building is going to 
have equal if not more use 
with NCTC and the way 
you guys can use this build-
ing for educational purpos-
es, for hosting events and 
diff erent things like that,” 
Wood said. “We’re really 
excited about it.”
 Th e fi rm is also being 
mindful of costs and try-
ing to stay within budget, 
Wood noted.
 “We know that there’s 
a budget and we’ve been 
working with that,” he said. 
“Th rough this process, we 
have been working doing 
our cost estimating… be-
cause we know that today’s 
environment with con-
struction cost that’s ever 
changing, we reached out 
to some of our local con-
tractors to talk with them 
a little bit about costs, to 
see what they’re hearing. 
We did a detailed take-
off . I mean, every door, 
every square foot of glass 
and window… We’re very 
pleased to know that we’re 
in the ballpark for bud-
get.”
 Wallace said the mu-
seum is “an exciting op-
portunity for our commu-
nity,” adding the focus of 
the facility is primarily as 
a museum.
 “I appreciate the in-
tellectual capital as a re-
sult of this project in the 
sense that there is a story 
behind the architecture,” 
Wallace said. “Th ere is a 
real story for students at a 
very young age to under-
stand, be a part of. And 
that’s why we are excited is 
because it’s educating our 
young.”
 Money for the project is 
derived from state fund-
ing, Wallace said. “Th at 
was a $5 million funded 
project by the state of Tex-
as but it’s coming through 
our appropriations at 
North Central Texas Col-
lege.”
 Next, Casey Casstevens 
of Huckabee Architects 
was on hand to discuss 
the master plan for the 
college’s Corinth campus. 
Priority projects include a 
future maintenance build-

ing, new maintenance en-
trance, elevator, library for 
the existing building, in-
dustrial technology build-
ing and front student drop 
off .
 “Th ere are a number of 
reasons that master plan-
ning is necessary,” Wal-
lace noted after the pre-
sentation. “It is a part of 
your accreditation process 
which is very, very impor-
tant. Secondly, as the city 
is moving forward with 
their plans to develop a 
lot… we felt the need to 
say, ‘Okay, if we’re going 
to talk about land acquisi-
tion later on, here’s what 
that would look like.’”
 Wallace said the col-
lege is working well with 
[Corinth] leadership. “We 
appreciate their com-
municating with us ef-
fectively. We are in a very 
good place with the city of 
Corinth,” he said.
 Christy Morris pre-
sented a fi nance com-
mittee report, noting the 
committee met Jan. 26. 
Items discussed included 
revenue bond fi nancing 
for the Flower Mound 
facility, issuance of tu-
ition revenue bonds to 
purchase currently leased 
space in Flower Mound, 
the maintenance facility 
in Corinth, annual review 
of investment policy.
 Board chair Karla Met-
zler presented an execu-
tive committee report. 
She said the committee re-
viewed the board agenda, 
discussed the upcoming 
work of the Commission 
on Community College 
Finance, membership in 
American Association of 
Community College and 
current enrollment.
 Regent Jon Grimes said 
the building and technol-
ogy committee discussed 
the master plan for the 
Corinth campus and the 
maintenance building. 
Committee members also 
received an update on a 
24,000 square foot facility 
at Alliance on which the 
college has signed a lease 
agreement.
 In his chancellors admin-
istrative report, Wallace 
said he intended to briefl y 
discuss several things.
 “First I’d like to update 
you on the work of the 
Community and Technical 
College Advisory Coun-
cil,” he said. “…I’m proud 
to say we’re submitting 
for consideration to the 
Commissioner [of Higher 
Education] and to the Leg-
islature ultimately a 10.7 
percent increase over last 
biennium’s funding. Th at 

will be seen in a number 
of diff erent ways we’ve rec-
ommended. I can’t go into 
a lot of details yet.”
 He said the state council, 
which he chairs, has also 
put into place some recom-
mendations for dual credit 
success points.
 “We’re recommending 
that after 15 hours dual 
credit is awarded to a stu-
dent that there be some 
success points connected 
to that,” Wallace said. 
“We’ve also recommended 
an increase to the dol-
lars per success point and 
an increase in overall ap-
propriation contact hour 
funding and that equates 
to about 10.7 overall, 
which is about $196 mil-
lion additional dollars for 
community colleges.”
 He also provided an up-
date on the Texas Com-
mission on Community 
College Finance and also 
noted the college is moving 
forward with its Red River 
Promise program.
 “It’s really exciting to see 
the work that is being done 
by [the Red River Prom-
ise] team,” Wallace said. 
“I’m so excited about the 
signing days and the big 
parades that are going on 
in our high school gyms. 
It’s been phenomenal. We 
have a couple of ISDs that 
have 100 percent partici-
pation among their high 
school students. Th at’s ex-
citing. Kudos to the Red 
River team and all our 
communities.”
 Wallace also reminded 
the regents and others 
about the 2022 Starlite 
Gala set for March 11.
 Next, Vice Chancellor of 
Enrollment Management 
Melinda Carroll presented 
a college enrollment up-
date. She noted 8,128 stu-
dents were enrolled in the 
fall of 2021 compared to 
9,001 enrolled in fall 2020.
 Spring enrollment for 
2022 totals 7,057 com-
pared to spring 2021 en-
rollment of 7,743.
 Th e meeting also in-
cluded fi nancials for both 
November and December, 
VC of Fiscal Aff airs Dr Van 
Miller said.
 On the December 31, 
2021 statement of funds, 
Miller pointed out the 
ending balance for board 
reserves was $15.3 million.
 “And I want to point 
out that in the three years 
that I have been here that 
is the largest amount that 
it’s been in that reserve ac-
count,” he said. “Just over 
the past 12 months, we 
added $1.6 million from 
a land sale in Corinth and 
we also added one million 
of our lost reserves that 
we’ve been able to submit 
to the federal government 
for reimbursement so that 
has grown substantially 
over the past year.”
 He also noted there is a 
$2.5 million appropriation 
for the Medal of Honor 
museum. “But we are going 
to start receiving bills now 
that we’re actually working 
on [the museum], and in 
September this year we’ll 

receive the other half of the 
appropriation which is an-
other $2.5 million,” Miller 
said. “Th ose two together 
should get us through that 
project.”
 Th e $2.5 million for the 
Medal of Honor museum 
is not refl ected in the $15 
million board reserve funds 
or in the grand total of all 
funds.
 Miller also noted that the 
college’s fi nancial health is 
robust, in part, because of 
federal funding and that 
the additional funding is 
likely to cease in the next 
few months. He urged fi s-
cal caution.
 “And so, it’s going to 
be very important as we 
move into the creation of 
next year’s budget to make 
sure that our income and 
outfl ow is aligned because 
that’s a lot of infl ow that’s 
not going to be coming in 
anymore,” he said. “…It 
looks like we’ve got huge 
reserves. We’re in great fi -
nancial shape. Th at could 
disappear very quickly 
if we aren’t very prudent 
in the way we budget 
and the way we allocate 
our funds in the next 12 
months.”
 Th e board of regents ap-
proved a consent agenda 
which included disposition 
of the Dec. 13, 2021 min-
utes and approval of the 1st 
quarter 2021-2022 invest-
ment report.
 Th e board also voted 
to transfer discretionary 
board reserves to fund a 
5,400 square foot main-
tenance building on the 
Corinth campus a portion 
of which would be utilized 
for IT storage.
  Th e board also approved 
hiring a fi nancial services 
team to put a bond pack-
age together for the pur-
chase of a building the col-
lege currently leases.

NCTC Makes Plans to Off er 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800

DEF RECYCLING

Buying ALL

Scrap Metal

Sell New &

Used Steel

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096

The Weekly News
is the LARGEST &

MOST READ
Newspaper in Cooke County!

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society vs. Deboy 
Wells, contract-consumer/

commercial debt.
 Karen Lynn Harvey vs. 
Joseph Wayne Harvey, di-
vorce.
 
Cases Decided
 Tory Brent Wall vs. Em-
ily Annmarie Wall, agreed 
judgments, divorce.


